List of Kings of the Picts 


I. Legendary Origins of the Picts 
i 


Now after the Deluge the world was divided into three parts; between the three sons of 
Noah, viz., Eoraip, Affraic, and Asia. 

Shem was in Asia; Cham in Affraic; Japheth in Eoraip. 

The first man of the race of Japheth that came into Eoraip at the beginning was Alanius, 
with his three sons; viz.: Iascon, Gothus or Armion, and Negua. 

Iascon had four sons: Francus, Romanus, Britus, and Albanus. 

Now Armion had five sons: Gotas, Uilegotas, Cebetus, Bergandus, and Longobardus. 

Negua had three sons: Vandalus, Saxo, and Boarus. 

It is from Saxo son of Negua that the Saxons are descended; but it is from Britus son of 
Tascon that the Britons come. 


The first who possessed Alban was Albanus son of Iascon and brother of Britus - the 
eponymi of the "fair-haired" Albani - and from him Alban of ships has its name: 

From these Albani both Sots and Picts derive their origin. 

The Albani were neighbours to the Amazons. 

The Goths are thought to be named after Magog son of Japheth, whom the ancient 
Greeks called Gatae, rather than Goths. 


The Picts occupied Britain north of the Antonine Wall, although in fact there never was a 
race or tribe called the Picts. The name was one that was applied to them from 
outside. 

They took their name, which is unknown in their own language, from the Celtic word 
Cruithne for Pict which means "painted bodies"; that is because, using sharp iron 
tools and ink, they are marked by blue woad tattoos of various shape. 

They were an amalgam of northern Celts of various waves plus earlier indigenous 
peoples of Britain. Celtic tribes were predominant below the Antonine Wall. 

The Scots are {as it were} called Sciti, because they came from the Scythian region, and 
had their origin there - taking their name from Scota! daughter of Pharaoh 
Nectonibus, who was the Queen of the Scots. 

(The Britons took possession of Britain in the third age of the world, however, the Scots 
took possession of Scocia, that is Ireland, in the fourth age.) 


Albanus son of Iascon was banished by his brother across the Muir n-Icht, or Straits of 
Dover, and Britus possessed it as far as the promontory of Fotudain. 

Long after Britus the Clanna Neimheadh or Nemidians possessed it - establishing a 
colony in Dobhar and Iardobhar in North Alban. 


! There were two Egyptian princesses named Scota: Scota daughter of Pharaoh Cingris lived at the time of 
Moses; another, Scota daughter of Pharaoh Nectonibus was married to Gallam, called Miledh. 


The Cruithnigh then came from Ireland to possess it. Seventy kings from Cathluan, the 
first king, to Constantine, the last, possessed the Cruithnian plain. 
They were followed by the three sons of Erc son of Eochaidh. 


The Picts called themselves Albani after Alba, the oldest name for Britain, while the Irish 
called them Cruithne (Picts), the Celtic inhabitants of Scotland and the only Britons 
never to be conquered by the Romans. 

They are generally subdivided into two groups: 

The Northern Picts, also known as Caledonii, after the Celtic tribe inhabiting the area at 
the time of the Roman conquest in the first century AD, inhabited northern Scotland 
north of the Grampian Mountains with the exception of the Orkneys, Caithness, the 
Outer Hebrides and the land west of Drumalban or Dorsal ridge of Britain occupied 
by the Scots of Dalriada. Their administrative center was Inverness. 

The Southern Picts or Maetae, occupied the area south of the Grampian Mountains to the 
Forth. Their capital was Fortrenn. 


ii 


Afterwards came a retinue of eight, with a fleet, and dwelt in Erin (Ireland), and took 
possession of a great part of it. 


The Firbolg, moreover, took possession of Manand (the Isle of Mann) and certain islands 
in the Western Isles in like manner: Ara and Ila and Rechra. 


Legendary Kings of the Picts 


The children of Gaileóin son of Ercol Hercules took possession of the islands or Orcc 
(Orkney), 

that is Historend son of Historrim son of Agam son of Agathyrsi, 

and were dispersed again form the islands of Orcc; 

that is, Cruithne son of Cinge (Kinne) son of Luctai son of Partholón son of Historech 
or Agnoiun son of Buain son of Mais son of Fathect son of Japheth son of Noah, the 
eponymous of the Picts, went and took possession of the far-north of the island of 
Britain (Alba) in the 1st or 2nd century BC; 

he was the father of the Cruithneach (Picts of Northern Ireland) - and he ruled all Pictland 
for a hundred years. 

These are the seven sons of Cruithne, viz., Fidaich, Cé, Fótla, Circinn, Fortriu, Fiobh, 
Caith; 

and they divided the land into seven divisions; 

and Onbecan son of Caith son of Cruithne took the High Kingship of the seven divisions 
- and the name of each man was given to their territories. Finnachta was High King 
of Ireland at that time. 

Five of these divisions can still be identified: Fótla was given Athfoitle (the fjord of 
Fótla), now corrupted to Atholl, and Gowrie; Circinn is Caithenesia or Caithness (and 


Sutherland); Fortriu was given the district between the rivers Forth and Tay - 
Stratheam and Mentieith; Fiobh was given Fife; Crig was given Angus and the 
district of Mearns,, a name corrupted from Maghgirginn (Magh Circinn, i.e. the plain 
of Circinn), now Kincardineshire. 


The only one to remain in Scotland was Caith son of Cruithne, who ruled Caithness, 
Sutherland, the West Highlands and the Northern and Western Isles for twelve years - 
the rest went to France. 
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Cinge of the Picts was father of King Cruithne of Scone. 
The sister of King Cruithne of Scone son of Cinge of the Picts was the mother of Gede 
Ollogothach. 


Fidaich (Moireabh) mac Cruithne "the Woodsman" son of Cruithne reigned 40 years (in 
Moray, Nairn and Ross). 

Cé (Ce, Kay) mac Cruithne son of Cruithne reigned 15 years (in Mar and Buchan, Banff 
and parts of Aberdeenshire). 

Fótla? (Fotla, Fotlaig, Floclaid) mac Cruithne son of Cruithne reigned 30 years (in Atholl 
and Gowrie). 

Circinn (Cicircum) "crest-headed" or Crig (Cirech, Circui) son of Cruithne reigned for 
(40 or) 60 years (in Angus and the Mearns). There was also Crus son of Cirech who 
was a warrior of the Picts. The Battle of the Plain of Circin was fought against the 
Scots. 

Fortriu (Fortreim, Fortrend) mac Cruithne son of Cruithne reigned 70 years (in 
Strathearn and Menteith). 

Fiobh (Fibaid) mac Cruithne son of Cruithne reigned 24 years (in Fife and Kinross). 

Caith (Cat or Got) mac Cruithne son of Cruithne reigned 22 years (in Caithness). 


The seven sons were followed by Gede Ollogothach mac Fiobh son of a daughter of 
Cinge of the Picts, whose name is the same as one of the seven kings of the 
descendants of Ir, who occupied the throne of Ireland. 

Gede Ollogothach reigned 80 years. He was father of Denbecan (or Oenbecan). 

Then Denbecan (or Oenbecan) mac Fiobh and Olfinechta mac Fiobh - and Denbecan (or 
Oenbecan) son of Caith son of Cruithne took sovereignty of the seven divisions, and 
reigned 100 years; 

Olfinechta reigned 60 years; 

and Finachta son of Denbecan (or Oenbecan) was ruler of Erin (Ireland) at that time, and 
took hostages of the Cruithneach. He also is one of the seven Irian Kings. 


? Fódla daughter of Ernmas was one of the tutelary goddesses of Ireland. Her husband was Téther Mac 
Cécht of the Tuatha Dé Danaan son of Cermait Milbél (honey-mouthed) son of the Dagda. 
Ernmas was a Mother Goddess of the Tuatha Dé Danaan. She was killed during the First Battle 
of Magh Tuireadh. 


Finechta reigned sixty years. He was father of Guidid Gaed Brechach. 

Guidid Gaed Brechach mac Fiobh, id est Geis - a woodsman - reigned fifty years. He 
was father of Gest Gurcich. 

Gest Gurcich mac Fiobh reigned 40 years. He was father of Wurgust (or Urges). 

Wuregust (Wergest) (or Urges) mac Fiobh reigned 30 years. He was father of Urpant. 


Urpant was father of Urleo. 

Urleo was father of Urgant. 

Urgant was father of Ginith. 

Ginith was father of Urfeichir. 

Urfeichir was father of Urkel. 

Urkel was father of Urfcint I. 

Urfcint I was father of Urfeth. 

Urfeth wife of Bruide Ru of Scone (Picts) was father of Urero. 
Urero wife of Bruide Gart of Scone was father of Urgart. 
Urgart wife of Bruide Cinid was father of Urcinit II. 

Urcinit I with of Bruide Uip was father of Uruip. 

Uruip [ ] was father of Gurith. 

Gurith wife of Bruide Mund was father of Gilgidi. 

Gilgidi [ ] was father of Calgacus, brother of Gede (Gud), the First King of the Picts. 


Bruide pont (Brudebout mac Fibaid), ruled for 48 years; thirty kings of them ruled 
Hibernia (Ireland) and Albania, or Erin(Ireland) and Alban, and Bruide was the name 
of each one of them, and of the divisions of the other men. They possessed an 
hundred and fifty years, as it is in the books of the Cruithneach: 

Bruide pant, Bruide gant, Bruide fecir, Bruide cint, Bruide ru, Bruide cinid, Bruide grid, 
Bruide urpant, Bruide urgant, Bruide urfecir, Bruide urcint, Bruide 'eru, Bruide 
urcind, Bruide urgrid, Bruide leo, Bruide gnith, Bruide cal, Bruide fet, Bruide gart, 
Brude utgart, Bruide uip, Bruide mund, Bruide Bruide urleo, Bruide urgnith, Bruide 
urcal, Bruide urfet, Bruide uruip, Bruide urmund - twenty eight of them. 


Moreover, very soon after the invasion of the Gaedhel (Scots) or the sons of Míl, five of 
the Cruithneach of the islands of Orcc, viz., five brothers of the father of Cruithne, 
went to the Franks (France) and founded a city there, viz., Pictavis (Poitiers) or 
Inpictus (that is, from their tattoos), 

and came again to the island of Erin, where they were for a long time, till the Gael drove 
them across the sea to their brethren. 

The descendants of Liathan son of Ercal took the territory of the Dimeti and Guer and 
Guigell, until Cunedda with his sons expelled them from the Britons. 
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The Cruithnigh (Picts) came from the land of Thracia (Thrace); 
that is, they are children of Gleoin son of Ercol Hercules. Agathyrsi was their name. 


Six brothers of them came at first, viz., Solen, Ulfa, Nechtan, Drostan, Aengus, Leithenn. 

The cause of their coming: They were at free quarters in the country, engaged in the 
service of King Policornus of Thrace, an effeminate Prince, who forged a design of 
violating the chastity of their chief's daughter without giving a bride-price (or dower), 

a virgin of the most exquisite beauty. 

But her father, Gud (also known as Gede or Gilgidi), a man of the nicest feelings of 
honour, with a mind sensitively alive to the foul disgrace intended for his darling 
child, resolved to save her from contamination, even at the risk of his own life. 

Making known the criminal designs of the king, to some of his friends, they felt so strong 
a sympathy in his cause, that they assisted him to dispatch the libidinous tyrant in his 
own palace. 

As soon as this dewed was accomplished, they fled the country to evade punishment. 


They traveled - a company of nine ships in good order, three hundred and nine persons - 
through the Roman domains of several Princes until they reached France, whose king, 
on hearing the cause of their flight from their own country, took them into his service, 

and assigned them lands, on which they built a city, from thence called Pictavium, now 
Poictiers. 

The French Monarch, led no doubt by curiosity, paid a visit to the young damsel, whose 
captivating charms had the same effect on his heart as they produced on that of the 
Thracian king - and he sought to have her for a concubine; 

but the chaste lady took an early opportunity of appraising her father of the passion of the 
French Monarch, conjuring him, at the same time, to remove her from the influence 
of that regal contagion which threatened death to her virtue. 


As soon as he heard this, he again formed the determination of flying from the danger 
that menaced his daughter's honour. 

Thus - after the death of Leithenn - resolved, he and his friends seized on a small portion 
of the French fleet, with which they hastily put to sea, and succeeded, after a 
favourable voyage over the ocean, being driven by strong winds outside all the 
boundaries of Britain, in gaining the Irish coast. 

But in their course thither, after two days, lost the beauteous fair one, who was the sole 
cause of all their wanderings and solicitude. 

Her dread of dishonour and the intense agony which perturbated her heart, preyed so 
much on her spirits as to produce a rapid consumption which hurried her to a watery 
grave, in the sixteenth year of her age. 

They landed in their long vessels in the county of Wexford - putting into port at Innbhear 
Slainghe in the harbour of Loch Garman - in Hy- Ceinnscalaigh. 


King Criomhthann Sciathbheal ("Shield-Mouth") of horses of the Laigin (the people of 
Leinster), and ruler of the warriors of the Gailedin, who, at that time, held the 
sovereignty of Leinster form Héremon (Éremón or Eriehamh6n) son of Mil Espdine 
(and great-grandson of King Breogán of Celtic Galicia), came to meet them there, 
and entered into friendship with them. 

The leaders of that fleet were Gud and his son Cathluan; and the reason why 
Criomhthann entered into friendship with them was because some British nobles, who 


were called Tuatha Fiodhgha (and Fothmaind), were making conquests in the 
Fotharta on either side of the mouth of the Slaney. 

Such were these people that the weapons of every one of them were poisoned, so that, be 
the wound inflicted upon them small or great, no remedy whatever availed the 
wounded man, but he must die. 

Bright-speared Criomhthann heard that there was a skillful druid called Trostan among 
the Cruithnigh who could furnish himself and his people with an antidote against the 
sharp poison with the weapons of the Tuatha Fiodhgha were wont to be charges; 

and he asked Trostan what remedy he should use against the poison of the weapons... 

"If you desire their swift killing this is their subduing, their beheading: 

Get thrice fifty gentle white hornless milch-cows milked, " said Trostan, "and let the milk 
got from them be placed in a hollow in the middle of the plain in which you are wont 
to meet them in battle, and offer them battle on that same plain; 

and let each one of your followers who shall have been wounded by points or blades of 
the giant people go to the hollow and bathe, and he will be healed from the venom of 
the poison." 

Criomhthann did as the druid had advised... over which the druid's incantations were 
recited. 


The Picts being brave soldiers, enlisted themselves under the banner of Hérem6n, with 
whom, in conjunction with his own troops, he attacked a predatory expedition of the 
Tuatha Fiodhgha, who had just landed in his dominions, 

and every one of the Leinstermen and the Picts whom they wounded lied down in the 
new milk, and the poison of the weapons of the Tuatha Fiodhgha did not injure any of 
them; 

and they succeeded in totally defeating and beheading the British invaders - the giants of 
high Banbha - at the bloody Battle of Ard-Leamhnachta (or "New-milk Hill"), in the 
southern country - in Munster - in Hy-Ceinnscalaigh. 

The Picts, that is Gud and his son Cathluan, were emboldened by the services which they 
rendered Héremón on this occasion, to solicit, confidently, an asylum in his kingdom. 

But even at this early age, the Island was fruitful and lovely but so thickly inhabited that 
the monarch, though willing, found himself unable to grant their request. 

The Picts, however, were determined to effect by treachery what they could not obtain by 
entreaty. 

They conspired, and entered into a collusion with the disgraced Dumnonii, which was 
conducted with the utmost secrecy... resolved to invade Leinster. 


The Picts were first discovered [ ] however, that Hérem6n received timely notice of their 
concerted designs to subvert his government, and took, accordingly, the promptest 
measures to crush the unorganized embryo of sedition. 

Hérem6n assembled a numerous army, and went to meet them. 

Baffled in their treasonable projects, and sensible of the danger to which they were 
exposed, the Picts quickly sued for peace in the most supplicating manner. 

Héremon, whose magnanimity was equal to his valour, conquered his just resentment, 
and yielded to their entreaties. 


At their own urgent request he told them that there was a country to the north-east of 
Ireland and permitted them to go over to North Britain, where they purposed to make 
a settlement 

which should be ever after subject to the Irish crown. 


To attest the sincerity of their intentions, and to guarantee for the faithful observance of 
their engagements, Cruithnechan son of Cinge or son of Lochit son of Ingi went over 
with twice eighteen soldiers of the tribes of Thracia from the sons of Mileadh to the 
Britons of Fortrenn to fight against the Saxons (in Germany); 

and he defended the country of Cruithentuaith for them, and he remained with them... and 
they made their children and their swordland among the Britons subject to them - first 
Magh Fortrenn, and then Maghgirginn. 

But they had no women, for the womenfolk of Alba had died. 


Cruithneachan solicited the monarch for permission to form matrimonial alliances with 
some of the noble marriageable Irish women he had with him, 

pledging themselves in the most solemn manner by the sun and the moon, by the stars, by 
the earth, by the dew of the elements, by the sea and the land, guaranteeing that the 
sovereignty of the land of Cruitheantuath, which is now called Alba, should be held 
by right of the female rather than that of the male progeny to the end of the world, 

and their children alone, should be only entitled to succeed to their inheritance - a mark 
of such striking distinction, that it cannot be paralleled in the history of any other 
nation under the sun. 

To this stipulation the king adhered, giving them thrice fifty maidens of Erin that were 
superabundant with the sons of Mileadh - some of those wives of the leaders who had 
come with him from Spain, whose husbands were drowned in the western sea along 
with Donn at the Dumachs; 

and three of those women were: the wife of Breas, the wife of Buas, and the wife of 
Buaidhne. 

As soon as the king's consent was obtained, the temple of Hymen was crowded with 
votaries. 

And their children and offspring increased, and the people multiplied. 


And Alban was without a king all that time, till the period of Gud, the first true king after 
the sons of Cruithne who possessed all Alban by consent or force. 

Others say that it was Cathluan son of Caitmind who possessed the kingdom by force in 
Cruithintuath and in Erin for sixty years, 

and that after him Gud possessed for a hundred and fifty years. 


Gud being dead, the compact was made with his son Cathluan, and from whom the Picts 
were also called Caledones; i.e., the prosperity of Cathluan. 

Cathluan, who was supreme leader, took one of these women to wife, namely, the wife of 
Breas; 

and after that they proceeded to Cruitheantuath; 

and Cathluan conquered that country, and was the first king of Alba of the race of 
Cruithnigh. 


There were seventy kings of the Cruithnigh or Picts on the throne of Alba after him. 
And from the period of its ratification, to the days of Saint Colum-Kille the Apostle of 
the Picts, the Caledonians were tributary to Ireland. 


But Trostan the Druid and five others stayed in Ireland, and got lands from Hérem6n in 
the Plain of Breaghmuigh in Meath. 

The five others were: Soilen, Ulpia, Neachtain the noble, Aónghus, and Leathan. 

From them are every spell, and every charm/amulet, and every sreod (prophetic sneeze), 
and augury of birds, and every omen, every work that is made. 

Cathluan was sovereign over them all, and he was the first High King of the Cruithnigh 
who ruled over Alba. 


The Brigantes, or Clanna-Breogum, also obtained permission from Héremón to pass over 
to Britain, and settled in Cumberland, or the country of hills and valleys, 
from which they received, in common with the Welsh, the appellation of Cumeri. 


The fourteenth year after the death of Eibhear, Héremon, who eminently united the skill 
of the general, the bravery of the hero, and the wisdom of the sage, to the profound 
knowledge of the statesman, was removed by death from the scene of his glory and 
usefulness, shortly after the departure of the Picts. 

After a glorious reign of thirteen years, Hérem6n died at Airgeadros at Raith Beitheach, 
besides the Feoir, and there he was buried. 

The same year the river called the Eithne burst over the land in Ui Néill; and the river 
called Freaghobhal burst over the land between Dál nAruidhe and Dal Raida. 

Héremon left his throne to his three sons: Muimhne, Luighne and Laishne. 
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The two valiant sons of Cathluan son of Gub were Catinolodar the hard knobbed and 
Catinolachan the bright knobbed. 

The two champions, Im son of Pern and Cinge - the father of Cruithne; Crus son of 
Cirigh, their soldier; Uaisnemh, their seer; , their 
artisan. 

Domnall mac Alpin was their leader, till Britus son of Isacon son of Alanius son of 
Fethuir son of Ogaman son of Tai son of Boidhbh son of Semoibh son of Athacht son 
of Aoth son of Abar son of Raa son of Asra son of Iobaith son of loban son of Japheth 
son of Noah slew him. 

The clan of Neimheadh possessed after Britus, viz., Iarglun. 

The Cruithneach possessed after that, after they had come from Erin. 


3 Saint Columba (Irish: Colm Cille, "church dove," 7 December 521 - 9 June 597) was an Irish abbot and 
missionary who was highly regarded by both the Gaels of Dál Riata and the Picts, and is remembered 
today as a Christian saint and one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland. Columba was born to Fedlimid and 
Eithne of the Cenél Conaill in Gartan, near Lough Gartan, in modern County Donegal, Ulster in the 
north of Ireland. On his father's side he was great-great-grandson of Naill of the Nine Hostages. 


The Gael possessed after that, viz., the sons of Erc son of Eochaidh. 


The three sons of Hérem6n succeeded to the monarchy [ ] and agreed that each should 
govern for a year. 

Muimhne, the eldest, enjoyed it the first year. 

Luighne succeeded, in whose administration Muimhne died; 

and in that of Laishne, the sons of Heber raised a mighty army, with which they engaged 
the Imperial troops, in the Battle of Ard-Ladhran, in the county of Wexford. 

In this engagement the sons of Héremón fell, and their army received a complete defeat. 


II. List of the Kings of the Picts 
i 
Legendary Kings of the Picts 

Gede (Gilgidi, Gud, Gede Ollogothach), king of the Cruithneach, was the first true king 
after the sons of Cruithne - he reigned 150 years over Ireland and Alba (Scotland). 

"The voices of all sounded as the music of the harp to each other, so great was the peace 
in his reign." 

Galgacus, flourished 80. 

Tharain (Tarain)* reigned 100 years. 

Morleo (Murleo) reigned 15 years. 

Deocillimon (Deocilunon, Duchil) reigned 40 years. 

Cinioiod mac Artcois (Cimoiod filius Arcois, Cimoiod mac Airtcois) son of Artcois 
reigned 7 years (in the early 3rd century). Cinioiod is perhaps an earlier form of 
Ciniod. 

His father may have been Argentocoxos the Caledonian, flourished 208. 


Deoord (Deort), 50. Or, Derordegele (Duordeghall, Duordegal, Dinortechest) reigned 20 
years. Or, Derothet (Deokleth), 60 years. 


Bliesblituth (Blieb'lith, Blieblith, Blicibliterith) reigned 5 years. 


Dectotr'ic frater Dui (Deotortereic frater Tui) reigned 40 years. Or, Tethothrecht 
(brother of Diu) reigned 60 years. 


4 Taranis was the Celtic god of thunder worshipped essentially in Gaul, Gallaecia, Britain and Ireland, but 
also in the Rhineland and Danube regions. 


Usconbuts (Usconbest, Combust, Cumbust, Foscombust) reigned 20 or 30 years. 


Between 80 and 82, the Roman Governor of Britain led two invading columns into 
Lowland Scotland, with (probably) the Twentieth (previously based at Glevum in 
Dobunni Britons territory) and Ninth Legions meeting up at Inveresk (near 
Edinburgh) in the territory of the Votadini Britons. The force st up permanent 
garrisons in its wake. 


The following year, the Forth-Clyde line was fortified, perhaps slightly south of the later 
Antonine Wall and edging into the territory of the Venicones - a Celtic tribe located 
in Fife (now in Scotland) and on both banks of the Tay. 

In 82, the Romans secured the western coast up to the Clyde to contain the tribesmen 
there (the British Damnoni, the ancient Selgovae - an Iron Age Celtic people, and the 
the northern tribe of Novantae Britons) and perhaps to prevent Irish landings. 


In 83 and 84, within the Pictish (northern British) heartland, firstly north of the Firth of 
Forth (in 83) and then at Mons Graupius (or Mons Grampius, in 84), the Romans 
under Governor Agricola won victories over what they called the Caledonides led by 
Calgucus - to prevent an attack by the Caledonians. 

In the first year the Ninth Legion was surprised by a night attack. 


The following year, the Roman fleet went along the coast to spread terror, accompanied 
by British allies. 

The decisive Battle of Bennachie Mountain in Aberdeenshire was fought - possibly 
involving the Creones (Britons) and their neighbours along the western coast. 


Between 85 and 88, a large number of Caledonians who had escaped after the battle, left 
the Agricola and his replacement, probably Governor Sallustius Lucullus, continued 
securing the exits of the Highland glens along the east coast. 

But between 86 and 88, many forts were dismantled, possibly due to troop shortages 
while Rome was fighting in the Dacian War. Apart from some watchtowers, the main 
Roman forces retired to the Tyne-Solway line. 


Between 90 and 556, Pictland was obscured from history by Roman rule in Britain, by its 
exclusion from the Roman Empire and absence of internal writings. 

During this period the tribal holdings (possibly in several major groups) gradually 
coalesced to re-emerge into history as two distinct kingdoms - North and South - the 
later of which was formed of about five occasionally feuding sub-kingdoms. 


Between circa 100 and 105, the northern Brigantes (Britons) revolted, perhaps under the 
leadership of King Arvirargus, who burnt an auxiliary fort at Corsopitum, as well as 
others, as the British tribes of Lowland Scotland staged a minor uprising. 


By 100, the Romans gave up Scotland, and fully established their defenses along the 
Tyne-Solway line. 


Carvorst (Crautreic, Crutbolc) or Karanethrecht (Karanochrecht) (Fevanacherthe) 
reigned 40 years. 
Hadrians Wall was built along the already-established Tyne-Solway line. 


Deo ardivois (Deordiuios) reigned 20 years. 


Between 140 and 143, the Romans moved north to the Forth-Clyde line, roughly the 
southern Pictish boundary, reoccupying British Lowland Scotland and beginning 
construction of the more basic Antonine Wall. 

It was around this time that the geographer, Ptolemy, notes the tribes to the north of the 
wall - one-or-two of the tribes may have been created by refugees fleeing the Roman 
invasion of the south. 


The tribes mentioned include: The Caereni (Britons), Caledoni (along either side of Loch 
Ness southward from the Moray Firth to Ben Nevis), Carnonaces (Britons), Cornavii 
(possibly formed by members of the Midlands Cornovii (Britons) tribe fleeing from 
the south), Creones (Britons), Decantae (on the western side of the mouth of the 
Moray Firth, possibly formed by fleeing Cantii (Britons)), Epidii, Lugi, Smertae, 
Taexalli, Vacomagi (on the eastern side of the mouth of the Moray Firth) and 
Venicones (a Celtic tribe located on the peninsula between the Firth of Tay and the 
Firth of Forth, possibly refugee Veneti (Belgae) from the Continent). 


Vist (Uist, Foist) reigned 50 years. 


Ru, reigned 100 years. 


In 197, the tribes north of the Forth-Clyde line had by now coalesced into two main 
bodies, the Caledonii and the Maeatae - the later lived close to the Antonine wall, 
north of the Forth-Clyde isthmus. 

By 206, the Roman Governor of Britain, L Alfenus Senecio, had some military success in 
the region. 


King Argentocoxos ("silver-limbed") of Fib was, poissibly, king of all Picts. 


Between 209 and 211, Roman Emperor Severus led a campaign ion person against the 
Caledonii and Maeatae - the later could be a southern grouping of British and Pictish 
tribes. 

A scorched earth policy was pursued to try and bring the ephemeral tribesmen either to a 
pitched battle or to surrender - neither of which actually occurred. 

Following Severus’ death, either immediately or shortly afterwards, Rome permanently 
abandoned Scotland - possibly in stages. 


Gartnait I Bolgh (Gartnaith Loc, Gartnait Bolc, Gartnait Ini, Gernarg Bolg, 
Garnathbolus, Gcrcnath, Gamaldebgold) reigned (4 or) 9 years - in the early 4th 
century. 


[Four other kings named Gartnait follow - reigning 9 years in total.] 
Gartnait Ini reigned 9 years. 


Breth mac Buthut (Brude filius Buthut, B. mac Buthud, B. mac Buithed) reigned 7 
years. He flourished 330. (He is thought ot be the Brutus of Geoffrey of Monmouth.) 


Between 305 and 306, Roman Emperor Constantius Chlorus did much the same as 
Serverus before him, personally leading a campaign into Caledonia to bring the 
elusive tribes in the Highlands to battle and ensure a period of renewed pewace. 


In 310, the Panegyrici Latini Veteres, or Panegyrics, which praised the later Roman 
emperors, carried the first known use of the word "Picts" to describe the British tribes 
of the far north of the country, meaning the Caledones and others. 
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Vipof namet (Wipoig namet) or Vipoguenech (Vipognameht) (Uipo ignaviet, Uipo 
ignauit, Poponeuet, Wmpopwall, Verpempnet) reigned 30 years (312-342). 

Fiacha Albus (Fiacua Albus, Fyahor Albus) or Fiachna La Blank reigned 30 years. 


Canutulachama (Canutulahina,Canutulacma, 3 years) or Canatulmet (Tonaculmet, 
Canatumel, Calnatuhel) reigned 4 (or 6) years (or 5 years or 1 year) (342-345). This 
name is probably connected with Cathanalachan son of Cathluan. 


At the start of 360, Roman Caesar Julian (the Apostate) was wintering in Lutetia 
Parisiorum (the early Paris) when reports reached him that the Scotti and Picts had 


broken a previous agreement (perhaps made in 343) and were plundering lands close 
to the the frontier, presumably those of the Novantae (Britons) and the Iron Age 
Selgovae (Solway). 


Donarmahl (Douernach) Uetalec (Dornornauch Nerales) reigned 2 years. 


In 364, the Picts, Scotti, Saxons, and Attacotti attacked Roman Britain in a serious 
incursion. 


Uuradech Uetla (Wradech Uecla, Uradach Uetla) ("White Hero") or Feradach Finlegh 
(Feradach Fyngal, Feredak Filius) (or Stradach Fingel) or Feradach Uecla Findlaech 
reigned 2 years (345-347). 

Uuradech and Feradach are variant forms of the same name. This person may well be 
King Feradach of the Picts, who figures in the story of Corc son of Lugaid, a prince of 
Munster - his reign would seem to be not long after AD 400. 


In 367, the Picts now divided into two main people, the Dicalydonae and the Verturiones, 
were part of the Barbarian Conspiracy that saw Britain attacked from several sides at 
once. 


Gartnait II Diuperr (Gartnaich Diuberr, Gartnait Duipier) or Garnad Dives (Canath 
Dives, Gauiach Dives) (or Garnard le Riche) (or Garnaichdi uber) reigned 40 (or 60) 
years - in the late 4th century (347-387). 
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Historical Kings of the Picts 


In 382 the Picts again invaded Britain but were defeated by the Roman commander, 
Magnus Maximus. 


Between circa 384 and 390, warfare flared up between the Picts and Britain again, and 
lasted for many years. 


Keother ruled until 388. 


Talore I mac Achiuir (Balarg), 75 years; or Talarg filius Keother, 25 years - from 387 or 
388 to 412 or 413. Talorc I was a quasi-historical king of the Picts. 


Circa 390, King Cunedda Wledig of North Wales a descendant of Beli Mawr and his 
branch of Romanized Venicones were transferred from the Manau dependency of the 
Goutodin (Lothain) kingdom, traditionally by Magnus Maximus. 

The are moved to the former territory of the warlike Deceangli (Britons) in Western 
Wales to secure the region from Irish raiders, and it is here that they found the 
kingdom of Gwynedd. 


In 398 the Romans again led a campaign from Britain to defeat Pictish forces in the 
north, along with Saxon and Irish Scots. 


Circa 400, St. Ninian (known as Rignan in Pictland and Trynnian to the Northern 
British), Apostle to the Southern Picts, was spreading "the Word" amongst the 
apostate Southern Picts, who had renounced their conversion to Christianity. 


Drust I (Drustan, Tristan) mac Uuirb (Irb, Erp, Erip, Wirp, Erbin) of the Hundred Battles 
son of Erp Urb, Erbin) map Ceretic of Strathclyde (412-452) or (413-453) or (424- 
453) - he reigned a hundred years and triumphed in a hundred battles. 

He was king of the North and South Picts. 

He was born around 407, when the Romans were leaving Britain. 

A true leader, he took control during the ensuing disruption and united all the Southern 
Picts under his banner, (which probably depicted a wild boar), 

and is thought to have set up safe harbours to protect his coastline from invasion by the 
Britons. 

He was a contemporary of King Cóel Hên (Old King Cole) of the North and High King 
Vortigern the Thin of Britain - it is assumed that he came to blows with both of them. 

He exiled his brother Necton I Morbet son of Irb to Ireland. 

He was probably the Pictish king with whom Ceretic of Strathclyde - who ruled from 
Dumbarton Rock or Alclud - were known for conducting slaving raids in Ireland: 
Ceretic was a Roman appointed to rule over the barbarians who had succumbed to his 
subjects’ way of life. 

In the nineteenth year of Drust's reign St. Patrick arrived in (peruenit ad) the island of 
Ireland, i.e. 435. The Saint denounced Ceretic for the depredations of his people - 
and turned him into a fox. 

Drust occupied a fort known as Trusty's Hill (i.e. Drust's Hill) at Anworth near Gatehouse 
of Fleet in Galloway in South-west Scotland for a very short time before moving 
further north to Abernethy in Perthshire. 


Pictish symbols comprising a double disc and "Z" rod - a representation of thunder and 
lightning - a sea serpent, a geometric symbol which looks like a dagger, and what 
appears to an insect's head, were all carved on an outcrop of rock near the fort's 
entrance. 

This is the first of ten kings called Drust (Drest). 


In 449/450, attacks by the Picts and the Irish Scotti prompt High King Vortigern of 
Britain to hire Jutish (Germanic) and Angeln (Angle) mercenaries to fight them off. 

The second major attack on Britain by Drust I is met by the mercenaries under the 
command of Hengist (and Horsa) on land and at sea and the Pictish tide is repelled. 

The mercenaries subsequently turn on their masters and begin a conquest of south-eastern 
Britain, quickly forming a kingdom of their own in Cantware (Kent) - settling on 
Ynys Tanatus (the Isle of Thanet in Kent). 


Talore II (Taloirc, Thalorg) son of Anile (Aniel) reigned four years (452-456) or (453- 
457) - reigned 2 or 4 years. 


Nechtan I Morbet son of Uuirb (Irb, Erp, Erbin) map Ceretic of Strathclyde and a 
Pictish princess, also known as Morbrec or Mor breac (Speckled Sea), Nechtan 
Celchamoch and Nectonius Magnus (the Great) son of King Wirp of the Picts - 
younger brother of Drust I mac Irb, reigned 24 years (or 10 years) (457-468) - or he 
reigned from 456 to 480. 

Nechtan was named after a Celtic river god. 

He was banished to Ireland in his youth by his elder brother (or nephew) Drust II. 

In the third year of Nechtan I Morbet's reign Darlugdach, abbess of Kildaire, went from 
Ireland into exile on a Christian mission to the Picts and Britons in Britain for Christ's 
sake. 

In the second year after her arrival Nectan Morbet dedicated Abernethy with its 
territories to God and St. Brigid, the first abbess of Kildaire, until the Day of 
Judgment in the presence of her favorite pupil Darlugdach, who sang Alleluia over 
that offering - with its boundaries, which extended from the stone in Aperfeirt to the 
stone near Ceirfuill, that is Lethfoss, and thence upwards as far as Athan. 

The reason of the offering: When Nechtan was banished to Ireland by Drust II, and 
betook himself to beg St. Brigid, that she might beseech God for him, 

she prayed for him and said, "If thou reach thy own country, the Lord will have mercy 
upon you. Thou shalt possess in peace the kingdom of the Picts." 

The clan-lands of Nechtan Morbert - a Christian - are in the region of Tay, embracing 
parts of Forfashire, Perthshire and Fife. 

The first openly Christian king of the Picts and very devout, Nechtan was the first to 
introduce Christianity to his people, eighty years before St. Columba's mission to the 
Northern Picts in 565. 

Darlugdach became the second abbess of Kildaire when St. Brigid died in 500. 


St. Boite raised Nechtan I Morbet from the dead. 


Drust II (Drest) Guorthinmoch son of Irp (Erp, Erbin) (468-498) - or he reigned thirty 
years from 480 to 510. 

It was during his reign that Fergus I Mor mac Erc founded his kingdom in Argyll - 
being the first to rule from Argyll instead of northern Antrim. 


Circa 485, the Scotti of Irish Dalriada begin to colonize Argyll at Cantyre. Drust did 
nothing to stop them, and may not even have known about them, being distracted by 
pagan rebellions in the north. 


Galam I (Galanan, Galany) Arilith (Erilich) mac Geraint of the Picts (498-513) - or he 
reigned from 510 to 522 - or he reigned fifteen years. 

He is thought to be the same as King Caw (Caius) map Geraint of Strathclyde (fl. 490s), 
who used his descent from a Pictish princess to rule the Picts. 


This period (522) marks the beginning of the division of Pictland into North and South. 
Drust mac Girom and Drust mac Udrost ruled jointly. Each would keep his seat in 
the capital of his clan, but in affairs that concerned all the clans they would lead 
together. It is not clear who rules which division of Pictland. 


Drust III mac Girom (Gyrom) (513-521) or (522-527 or 531) and (529-533) son of 
Girom [the Warrior] was joint ruler with Drust IV, deposed in 521, restored in 529. 


Drust IV mac Udrsut (Fudrus) (513-516), (521-529) son of Uudrost (Uudrossig, 
Hudrossig) reigned from 522 to 530 (or 532). Joint ruler with Drust IH whom he 
deposed for five years. 

He is likely to have battled Britons from Bernicia who were pushed northward by Anglian 
encroachment on their lands. 


Drust III mac Girom (529-533) - see supra - ruled a united Pictland. 
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Gartnait I (Gartnach, Garthnac, Garrtnaidh) mac Girom (Gyrom, Gurum) (532-539) or 
(533-540) son of Girom [the Warrior] - or he reigned 24 years - or he reigned from 
531 to 537. 


Cailtram (Gailtram) mac Girom (Gyrom, Gurum) (533-541) or (539-540) son of Girom 
[the Warrior] reigned from 537 to 538 - or the brothers Gartnait and Cailtram ruled 
jointly from 531 to 537, perhaps one over Caledonii and the other over the Maetae. 

Gartnait was succeeded by Óengus, and the later by Alpin II son of Ferath. 


Talore II (Colorg) mac Murtholoic (Mordeleg, Mordeleth) (540-551) or (541-552) son 
of Murcholaich reigned eleven years from 538 to 549. 

He may be the historical King Mark usually associated with Cunomor map Merchiawn 
of Brittany. 


At this time the Yellow Plague ravished the country. 


Between 549 to 552, following the death of King Maelgwn ("White Stone") Gwyneed of 
Gwynedd (died circa 547), the Yellow Plague that swept the country hit the Britons 
far harder than it did the Saxon invaders, finally shifting the balance of power in 
favour of the later. 

Even the Picts seemed to be affected by the plague. 


Drust V mac Muniath (Drust son of Moneth) (551-552) or (552-553) reigned one year - 
or he reigned from 449 to 550. 
He may be the historical Tristan whose uncle Mark is usually associated with Cunomor. 
A possible Yellow Plague victim. 
iv 
Early Historical Kings 
North Pictland 


The Northern Picts were combined into one kingdom, that is Cat (Caithness), under the 
powerful Brude mac Maelchon. 


St. Columba needed interpreters to be able to speak to the king, evidence either that the 
Picts did not speak the Celtic language of the Irish and Scots (or at the very least not 


the Gael version of the Celtic tongue), or that the two branches had diverged 
noticeably. 


In South Pictland, Scone was the capital of of the strongest of the southern sub-kingdoms, 
Fortriu (Roman Verturiones, modern Fortevoit). 

The sub-kingdom of Fib to the east, lives opn as Fiofe. 

The remaining four were Fotla, Fidach, Circind, and Cé. 

It may ne that South Pictland was only independent of the North for short periods... 


The South Picts had been converted to Christianity by St. Ninian, the Apostle of the 
Southern Picts, in the late fourth or early fifth century. 


Galam IT Cennaleph (Cennalaph, Tagalad) mac Cenaleph (553-557) or (552-580) 
("Head-Wound" or "Freckled Head") reigned 4 years - or he reigned from 550 to 555. 

He may have ruled jointly with Brude I after his election to the throne - a subordinate 
king of the Southern Picts - after Brude had become king - but was dethroned after 
one year of joint rule. 

About this time Brude's half-brother Rhun Hir the Great ap Maelgwyn of Gwynedd 
marched north to avenge a raid on Anglesey by Elidyr the Handsome map Merchiaun 
of Rheged - who was killed (about 560) near Caernavon, near his landing - and King 
Clytno Eitin map Cinbelin of Din-Eitin (Edinburgh) (of Gododdin). 

Accompanied by Rhydderch I Hén map Tutagual of Strathclyde and Clytno of Gododdin, 
Cinmarc Oer (the Dismal) map Merchiaun raided Anglesey to avenge his brother's 
death. 

The invaders managed to only burn down Afron (Caernavon) and then withdraw. The 
strike however managed to anger Rhun who marched north into Rheged and further. 

It is thus possible that Galam II either resigned or was deposed - since he seems to have 
lived another twenty years at the same time - and died in 580. 


Brude I (Bridei) mac Maelchon (553 or 554 or 556-584) son of King Maelgwn Gwynedd 
of Gwynedd son of King Cadwallon Lawhir ap Einion of Gwynedd and great- 
grandson of Cunedda (Wledig) ap Edern, progenitor of the royal court at Gwynedd 
and grandson of Padarn Beisrudd ap Tegid (Paternus of the Scarlet Robe) (son of 
Tegid, a Roman)| became king about 554 or 555... and reigned for thirty years - a 
most powerful king among the Northern Picts. 

The name Maelcon (Mailcon, Maelcon, Melcho - filio Meilochon or Maglocune) or 
Maelcht is clearly identical with that of the famous King Maelgwn of Gwynedd (in 
North Wales), who died circa 548. 

Unlike most of his predecessors, the mother of Brude I was a Pictish princess. His father 
was the Roman King Maelgwyn Hir ap Cadwallen of Gwynedd - a vicious godless 
tyrant who murdered his own nephew to marry his wife. 


Brude I was elected to the throne after a succession of weak kings victimized by Britons, 
the English and the Scots of Dalriada (Argyll), especially under Gabran mac 
Domangaitt: 

Gabran sought to take advantage of the divisions among the Picts and established 
relations with Brychan of Gododdin son of Brychan of Brycheinoig, marrying his 
daughter Luan. 

The election of Brude I was a conscious effort by the Pict nobility to bring strength to the 
throne - as Maelgwyn and his son Rhun were the strongest British kings of their time. 

The early part of his reign was occupied with restoring the kingdom which had been 
disintegrating from internal stresses. 

He united the Northern and Southern Picts and repelled an invasion of the Scots of 
Dalriada in 560. 

With the death of Gabran mac Domangairt a migration of the Scots took flight before 
Brude I. 

He was able to recover territory lost to the aggressive Gabran and reduced the Scots to 
vassalage - as Brude's ascent was necessary for the grant of Iona to St. Columba in 
563. 


In 563, St. Columba, a descendant of the High Kings of Ireland, arrived in the kingdom 
with twelve companions. 

He was granted land on Iona where he founded a monastery in order to introduce to the 
Picts along the western coast to Christianity. 

Visiting the king, he won his respect and plays a major role not just in winning converts 
for the church but also as a diplomat. 


The chief palace of Brude's kingdom, which may have corresponded with later Fortriu (or 
Moray), is not known. St. Columba came to the River Ness, and his court was atop a 
steep rock: 

It is generally supposed that Brude's chief residence was a hill-fort at Craig Phadrig, a 
forested hill on the western edge of Inverness, overlooking the Beauly Firth. 


In the eighth year of his reign, in 565, Brude I was converted (to the faith) by St. 
Columba who baptized him and many of his people in Loch Ness. 

St. Columba bested Brude's chief druid Broichan in a contest of Christian verses pagan 
magic, and drove off a monster that was lurking in the River Ness which had killed 
one of the local inhabitants. 

Ultimately King Brude I of the Picts forced Gabran to abandon his gains - and Gabran 
may have fallen in battle. 

Over the years his power and reputation grew to the point that even the people of the 
Orkneys and the Hebrides acknowledged him as their ruler. 


In 573 Brude I handed the invading Dalriadan Scotti a heavy defeat at Battle of Lora (or 
Delgu/Telocho), and laid waste to their terriories in the west. 


Brude I made two expeditions to the Orkneys during his reign [ ] in 580 and 581. 

The under-king of the Orkneys was at his court. 

The Southern Picts however remained hostile and, after a thirty year rule, Brude I died in 
the Battle of Streith against Pictish rivals at Circinn, an area thought to correspond 
with Mearns (Kincardineshire), on the coast of north-east Scotland, in 584 around the 
age of sixty. 


Gartnait II mac Domnach (584-602) son of Domelch was elected by the Picts who were 
consciously repeating the process that brought Brude I to the throne of Inverness, i.e. 
the election of the son of a strong king - and he reigned from 584 to 595. 

Throughout his reign, he was battling constantly with King Áedán mac Gabrán of the 
Dalriadan Scots son of Gabrán mac Domangairt the Traitor of Dalriada and Princess 
Domelch/Domnach of the Picts who, with his four (or five) sons, never ceased 
attacking Gartnait's kingdom. 

But Gartnait II lost control over the Maetae who went to war against his father... he fell 
under Aedan's sword and died circa 599 and was succeeded by Nechtan II nepos 
Uerb. 


Circa 600, in the territory of Cé (Kay), which had probably been part of the territory of 
the Taexii, there was fortification at use. 


Nechtan II mac Cannon (Canu) moco Erp or Nechtan II nepos Uerb (599 or 602-621) 
grandson (or nephew) of Uerb (Verb) son of Irb reigned 20 years - the first openly 
Christian king of the Picts and very devout - or he ruled from 595 to around 616. 

His reign is placed in the time of Pope Boniface IV 

It has been suggested that Nechtan II is the same person as Neithon of Alt Clut son of 
Guipno map Dumnagual Hên (Dyfnwal Hên) of Alt Clut [son of Cinuit of Alt Clut son 
of Ceretic Guletic (Coroticus) of Alt Clut]. Alt Clut was a Brittonic kingdom, later 
known as Strathclyde. 


In 603, King Aedan mac Gabrán of the Dalriadan Scots invaded the kingdom of Bernecia 
and attacked King Æthelfrith of Bernicia son of King Athelric of Bernicia - the 
founder of Northumbria - at the Battle of Degsastan. 


By fighting and defeating Dalriada, Æthelfrith secured the alliance of Dalriada's enemies, 
the Southern Picts. 


Thus, despite the animosity between Angles and Picts, in 616 Nechtan showed Christian 
charity by offering shelter to the pagan Eanfrith of Northumbria, after his father King 
Æthelfrith of Bernicia died in battle, who had fled to the Picts to find refuge among 
his mother's relatives. 

Nechtan's powerbase was in the Tay and Forfar regions to the east. 

Nechtan was the founder of Abernethy. 

Nechtan mac Canu (Cannon) died in 621 - but the death of Nechtan II also recorded as 
614. 


Cinioch I (Ciniath, Kenneth) mac Luthrenn (Cinded mac Luchtren) son of Lutrin (621- 
631) reigned (for 14 or) 19 years - or he reigned from 616 to 631. 

His power and prestige can be inferred by the reaction or lack of action on the part of 
Edwin of Northumbria at a time when a rival, Eanfrith son of King Æthelfrith of 
Bernicia, was being sheltered by the Picts. 

When Edwin campaigned in northern Britain he made no attempts on the Pictish 
kingdom. 

Cinioch's death is recorded as 631; but the overthrowing of King Edwin of Northumbria 
is dated 633. 


Gartnait III mac Gwid (Wid, Foith, Fochel) (631-635) son of Foith son of Gwid (Uuid, 
Fotle) - a valiant fighter who fought alongside Owain map Urien of Rheged in the 
Battle of Catraeth in 595 (died 653) - and the grandson of Brude I reigned between 5 
and 8 years - from 631 to 635. 

He defended his borders from the incursions of the Strathclyde Britons, the Dalriada 
Scots and the Angles of Northumbria. 

The death of Gartnain mac Foith was in 635 (or 637). 


Brude II (Breidei) mac Gwid (635-641) son of Foith son of Gwid (Uuid, Fotle) (died 
653) son of Brude I reigned 5 years. 

He was more heavily involved in the battlefield than his brother, Gartnait III. 

He defeated King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac Eochaid of Dalriada son of King Eochaid 
Buide of Ddlriada son of King Aedan mac Gabrdain of Dálriada son of King Gabrdin 
mac Domangairt the Traitor of Ddlriada (eponymous ancestor of the Cenél 
nGabrain) in 638 in the Battle of Glenn Mureson, which gave the Picts control over 
the Scots for the next generation. 

Brude was not as successful against Owen I map Bili of Strathclyde. 

Moreover the Angles of Northumbria under Oswald son of King Æthelfrith of Bernicia 
son of King Athelric of Bernicia were becoming a real threat - by 633/4 he had 
established his power in Lothian, on Brude's southern border. 

Around 638 Oswald clashed with Owen defeating him around Stirling and Edinburgh. 

The death of Bruide filius Foith was 641. 


Cailtram (Cailtarni, Kelturan) reigned I year or 6 years. 


Talore III mac Gwid (641-653) of Foith son of Gwid (Uuid, Fotle) (died 653) son of 
Brude I [or son of Murtholoic (Muircholaich, Mordeleg)| reigned 11 (or 12) years - or 
he reigned from 641 to 653. 

Dalriada's aggression was checked with the defeat and death of Domnall Brecc mac 
Eochaid in the Battle of Strathcarron near Falkirk in 642, Strathclyde's with that of 
Owen I. 

Domnall Brecc's death ushered a state of near anarchy in Dalriada and its domination 
over the next 60 years by the Britons of Strathclyde. 

The Angles were systematically encroaching on Talorc's southern border - prior to his 
death in 642 Oswald son of King Æthelfrith of Bernicia son of King Athelric of 
Bernicia had laid siege to Edinburgh. 

Oswald's successor, his brother, King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria son of King 
Æthelfrith of Bernicia son of King Athelric of Bernicia, was even more aggressive 
and forced Talorc into paying tribute. 


Talorc IV son of Uuid - and brother of Gartnait IV and Brude II reigned 12 years. The 
death of Tolarg mac Fooith was in 653. 


Talorcen I (Talargan, Talorgan) mac Eanfrith (Anfrud) of the Angles (653-657) son of 
former King Eanfrith (Aenfrith) of Bernicia and a Pictish mother - and nephew of 
King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria who "for the most part subdued and made 
tributary" the Picts (along with the Dál Riata) was the first king of the Picts with 
English blood. 

He became king in 653 and reigned four years - and it is possible that Talorcen was 
subject to Oswiu. 

King Eanfrith (Aenfrith) of Bernicia (who reigned 633-4) son of King Æthelfrith of 
Northumbria son of King Æthelric of Bernicia son of Anglican King Ida of Bernicia 
fled into exile after his father, King Æthelfrith of Northumbria, was killed around the 
year 616. 

Talorcen I defeated and killed King Dunchad mac Conaing of Dalriada and led the Picts 
to victory against the Scots in 654 in the Battle of Strath Ethairt, leaving him in 
control of the north, albeit as a Northumbrian vassal. This battle may have been part 
of a traditional "inaugural raid" against hostile neighbours to mark the beginning of a 
king's rule. 

Talorcen died in 657. No sooner had he died than the English King Oswiu (Oswy) of 
Northumbria (Talorcen's uncle) "subdued and made tributary" most of Southern 
Pictland. This subjugation was to last for almost thirty years. 


Gartnait IV mac Donall (Domnall, Donuel, Dúngail) (657-663) son of King Domnall 
Brecc (Donuel) of Dalriada, (who was killed in battle with the Britons of Strathclyde 
in 642), and a daughter of Gwid son of Brude I reigned 6 or 6 1/2 years. 

Like his predecessor he was a client of King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria. 


This king built (the church of) Abernethy - 225 years and 11 months before the 
foundation of Dunkeld. 

King Domath of the Picts - possibly a provincial king - was warned to summon St. Brigit 
from Ireland. She founded the church at Abernethy, and baptized the king. 

Relations with the Scots of Dalriada, despite the apparent family ties between the Picts 
and the Scot royal houses, continued to deteriorate. 

Gartnait died in 663. 

Pestilence struck the British Isles south of the lands of the Picts and Scots. 


Drust VI (Drest) (663-672) mac Donnel son of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) of 
Dalriada... and a daughter of Gwid son of Brude I reigned 6 or 7 years. 

He was another client king installed by King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria. He was 
crowned in 664 - the same year as the infamous Synod of Whitby - a great debate 
about the correct dating of Easter, and the (ultimately successful) attempt by the 
Roman Catholic Church to assert its ascendancy over the Celtic Church. 

He was a weak king, unable to react to the conquest of the Hebrides by Domangairt II 
mac Domnall of Dalriada. 

Upon Oswiu's death in 670, King Ecgfrith of Northumbria son of King Oswiu (Oswy) of 
Northumbria - and brother of Alhfrith, sub-king of Deira - son of King Æthelfrith of 
Bernicia son of King Athelric of Bernicia immediately sought to bring the Picts more 
directly under his control. 


In 668, areas of the south were conquered by the Northumbrian Angles under King 
Oswiu of Northumbria. 


King Ecgfrith of Northumbria, the new king, invaded the Pictish kingdom to re-impose 
his tribute and decimated the Pictish army. 

"Determined to free themselves forever from subjection to the Saxons," Drust led a failed 
Pictish Revolt against Ecgfrith. 

The massacre in 671, at the Battle of Two Rivers, was such that bodies blocked two rivers 
and the English were able to cross over dry-shod to pursue the fugitives. 

In 672, Drust tried to expell the Northumbrian invaders from Pictland, but Ecgfrith put 
down the opportunistic rebellion of the Picts, which resulted in the Northumbrians 
taking control of the land between the Firth of Forth and the Tweed for the next 
fourteen years, and the Picts were "reduced to slavery and remained under the yoke of 
captivity." 

The Verturian King Drust VI mac Donuel survived but was deposed and expulsed from 
the kingdom in 672 - and he died around 677. 
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Later Historical Kings 


Brude III (Bredei) mac Bili of the Britons (672-693) son of King Bili I map Nechtan of 
Alt Clut son of Neithon II of Alt Clut - and his mother was probably a daughter of 
King Edwin of Northumbria son of King Alla, founder of Deira, and a sister of 
Talorcen I son of King Eanfrith (Aenfrith) of Bernicia and a Pictish mother reigned 
21 years. 

In his time St. Adomnan, abbot of Iona, son of Rónán mac Tinne and Ronat - a woman 
from the northern Ui Néill lineage known as Cenél nEnda flourished. 

Brude II may have been born as early as 616, but no later than the year 628. 

Brude's reign was a high point in Pictish history - upon ascending to the throne, he 
immediately set out to bring the troublesome sub-kings of Pictland under control. 
Although his fratruelis, i.e maternal first cousin, King Ecgfrith of Northumbria, (who was 
first cousin of Talargan and Brude's mother), had annihilated the Picts in 672, his 
trouble with the Mercians had kept him busy and Brude was able to rebuild his power 

base. 

To lull Ecgfrith into a false sense of security, Brude allowed the Anglican church to 
establish itself in his kingdom. 

As Brude himself was highly religious, he was probably pleased to see his friend, St. 
Adomnan, abbot of Iona, preach to the Picts. 

Brude II was one of the more expansionary and active Fortrean monarchs; advancing 
northwards with a force of trusted veterans he tackled one rebellious stronghold after 
another. 


In 681, Northumbria established a bishopric under Bishop Trumwine amongst the 
Southern Picts at Abercorn. The effort to convert the Picts failed just four years later 
and was abandoned shortly after the North Picts defeated the Northumbrians at the 
Battle of Dunnichen Hill. 


In 681, Brude III attacked and overthrew the mighty fortress of Dun Foither (Dunnottar), 
on the eastern seaboard, 

and, by 682, he had equipped a navy of such strength that he was able to sail north and 
lay waste to the insubordinate Orcadian sub-kingdom, a campaign so violent that the 
Orkney Isles were destroyed. 

By 683 powerful enough to worry the English King Ecgfrith. 

In 683 war broke out between the Scots of Dalriada under King Máel Dúin mac Conaill 
of Dalriada son of Conall Crandomna son of King Eochaid Buide of Ddlriada son of 
King Áedán mac Gabrdin of Ddlriada son of King Gabrdéin mac Domangairt the 
Traitor of Dalriada and Brude's Picts. 

The Scots attacked Brude's main powerbase in the south, Dundurn in Strathearn - but did 
not take the great hill-fort. 

Brude responded with an attack on the hill-fort of Dunadd, the capital of Dalriada. 


Ecgfrith had marched into Pictland with a thundering army of cavalry and infantry in 
order to further subjugate the Picts and force the Roman Church upon them as the 
state religion. The Picts preferred the Celtic Church. 

Although Ecgfrith considered him a sub-king, Brude III was establishing his overlordship 
and securing his northern, eastern and western boundaries - and looking to the south. 

Seeking to recover territory once ruled by his grandfather in Fife and Circinn, since taken 
by the English, Brude, a brilliant tactician, met Ecgfrith and a huge Northumbrian 
host about 3 p.m. on Saturday, 20 May 685, at the Battle of Dun Nechtain (Cath Duin 
Neachtain) (Nechtansmere) (Dunnichen Hill, now Dunnichen Moss) near Forfar in 
Angus - also known as Gueith Lin Garan (the Battle of Heron Pool) by the Britons. 

Brude probably had decendants of the Creones (Britons) tribe amongst his forces. 

Using his knowledge of the local terrain, Brude lurred the English into a mire where their 
whole army, along with its king and personal bodyguard, were routed and utterly 
destroyed in a furious orgy of bloody revenge and unleashed nationalistic rage. 

Within moments Ecgfrith was dead and the Northumbrians were annihilated and the 
remnants of the Anglo-Saxon army were put to flight. Only a few survivors managed 
to struggle back to England... and it is likely that without the Pictish victory at 
Dunnichen Hill, the Nation of Scotland would never have come about. 

Brude then proceeded to to clear Pictland of the remaining Northumbrians who had 
settled there, killing or enslaving them. 

Magnanimous in victory, Ecgfrith was given a royal burial by the Picts on "St. Columba's 
Isle" - which was eiother on Iona, on the west coast of Scotland, a journey of several 
days duration, or, much more likely... in the Firth of Forth, just a day or so away 
from Dunnichen Hill. 

The Northumbrians were expulsed from southern Pictland and Fortrean domination of the 
southern Pictish zone was established: Pictland ran from the River Forth northwards, 
including Orkney, Shetlland, and the Western Isles: Prior to the Viking Age, the main 
power of Pictland appears to been the kingdom of Fortriu. From the Forth south to 
the River Humber lay the powerful kingdom of Northumbria. To the south-west of 
Pictland were the Gaels of Dalriada. 

Brude pursued the Anglo-Saxon army back across the Forth, recovered parts of Lothian 
and expelled Bishop Trumwine of the Picts and his monks at Abercorn from 
Abercorn - and the diocese ceased to exist, stalling Roman Catholic expansion in 
Scotland - marking the point in which Pictish independence from Northumbria was 
permanently secured. 

Brude III ruled unchallenged for the rest of his days. 

At his death in 693, sorely lamented by his kinsmen, Brude III was taken to the sacred 
Isle of Iona, where St. Adomnan prayed over his body all night, trying to restore him 
to life; 

in the morning he was beginning to show signs of life - his body moved and his eyes 
began to open - but St. Adomnan was persuaded to cease by the remonstrance of a 
pious holy man lest such a miracle set a dangerous precedent: 

We might assume that Brude III had fallen into a coma and was left to die when he 
recovered. 


Taran II (Tarain, Tarachin)> mac EntiFidaich (693-697) son of EntiFidaich, who was 
killed in 693, and Princess Der-Ilei of the Picts daughter of (or less probably sister 
of) King Brude III mac Beli of the Picts - possibly a uterine half-brother of Brude IV 
and Nechtan III mac Der-Ilei - he succeeded Brude III in 693. 

After EntiFidaich and Nia Néill and the sons of Boendo were killed, Taran II, who was a 
weak king, unpopular and judged unfit to be king, was expelled from the throne by 
his successor in 696 and in 697 fled to Ireland where he found sanctuary. 


The real power at this time was in the hands of Brude mac Der-Ilei, who became 
sovereign. 


By 697, the North's long-held pre-eminence over the South forged a single kingdom in 
Pictland. 


There were five languages spoken in Britain: Latin, the common language of the church; 
Old English, the language of the Angles and Saxons; Irish, spoken on the western 
coast of Britain and in Ireland; Brythonic, ancestor of the Welsh language, spoken in 
large parts of western Britain; and Pictish, spoken in northern Britain. 

By the ninth century a sixth language, Old Norse, had arrived with the Vikings. 


vi 
A United Pictland 


Brude IV (Bredei) mac Der-Ilei (Dereli, Derelei) (697-706) son of Prince Dargart 
(Dergard) mac Finguine of the Cenél Comgaill of Dálriada (killed with his son 
Feroth in the Battle of Monith Carno in 729) and Princess Der-Ilei of the Picts 
daughter of King Brude III mac Beli of the Picts - somewhat restoring Pictish prestige 
which had suffered under his predecessor. 

(Prince Dargart (Dergard) mac Finguine of the Cenél Comgaill was a great-grandson of 
King Comgall mac Domangairt of Ddlriada son of King Domangart Réti of Ddlriada 
son of legendary King Fergus Mor mac Eirc of Ddlriada son of Erc of Ddlriada.) 

Brude IV had a number of brothers and half-brothers, including: Nechtan III mac Der- 
lei, King Talorgan of Atholl son of Drostan (Drest, Durst) (executed by drowning in 
739), Congtus son of Dargart (died 712), Talorgen son of Congtuis (defeated in 731 
and likewise drowned in 734), Cinaed (Ciniod) son of Der-Ilei (killed in 713) and, 
perhaps, Comgall mac Dargarto. 

In 697 Brude IV attended the Synod of Birr in County Offaly, Ireland, where many 
important men of Ireland and Scotland guaranteed St. Adomnan, abbot of Iona, who 
proposed his Cáin Adomnain (Lex Innocentium, Law of the Innocents), protecting 
the elderly, children, women and clergy from the ravages of war. 


> His name was the same as the Celtic thunder god Taranis, worshipped essentially in Gaul, Gallaecia, 
Britain and Ireland, but also in the Rhineland and Danube regions, to whom human sacrificial offerings 
were made. 


In 698 the English attempted another invasion - and were again soundly beaten. 

Brude invaded Lothian and in a battle between the Picts and the Scots defeated and killed 
English sub-king Beorhtred son of sub-king Beornheth, an Anglo-Saxon nobleman, 
who was showing signs of independence. 

In the winter of 700 it was so cold that the sea froze between Ireland and Scotland. 

In 701, conflict in Skye, where Conaing son of Dúnchad [ | was killed most probably in 
an internal conflict among the tribes of Dalriada. 

Dalriada was defeated at Loch Lomond or by the Levan in 704 by the Britons of Alt Clut. 

Brude IV mac Der-Ilei died in 706 - and he was succeeded by his brother Nechtan II 
mac Der-Ilei. 


Nechtan III mac Der-Ilei (Nechtan mac Dargarto) (706-724, restored 728-729) son of 
EntiFidaich succeeded his brother King Brude IV mac Der-Ilei of the Picts in 706 - 
and he reigned 18 years. 

He is associated with significant religious reforms which brought about bloody chaos in 
Pictland. 

Nechtan preferred the Roman religion to that of the Celtic Church. He believed that the 
Roman Church had the rights to dating of Easter and, in 710, wrote St. Coelfrid, 
abbot of Monkwearmouth-Jarrow Abbey, asking for details that he could introduce 
their system to his people. 

Following St. Coelfrid's reply, he sent out a decree to all the churches in Pictland 
demanding that they accept the Roman method for calculating Easter. This is the 
system we use today. 

He also instructed the clergy to have their hair tonsured in the Roman style and had a new 
church built using English architects to ensure that it was built to Roman convention 
and conformity. 

Two sons of Nechtan are thought to have died in 710, and it is not known whether or not 
he had any surviving sons or daughters. 

The first five years of his reign were consumed by the struggle with Northumbria over 
Lothian. 

Finnguine son of Delle Roith of the Picts - a kinsman of the Pictish king - was killed in 
711 by the Northumbrians in the Battle of Mag Mannon, presumably in the area 
around Stirling where the Plain of Manau had once been, possibly near Grangemouth. 

The issue was decided when, in 711, Nechtan tried to befriend the Northumbrian Angles; 
they sent Beorhfrith (Bertfrid) of Dunbar son of Beorhtred son of Beornheth, King 
Osred's chief ealdorman, and the Battle of the Moor of Mannand/Manaw was fought, 
with heavy losses on both sides. 

In the aftermath, Nechtan negotiated a treaty with King Osred I of Northumbria son of 
Aldfrith son of Alfrith son of King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria son of King 
Æthelfrith of Bernicia son of King Athelric of Bernicia abandoning Lothian to the 
Angles. 

This treaty would guide relations between the two nations for several decades. 


The Celtic Church changed over to the Roman system for dating Easter in 716. 


In 717, Nechtan - "a philosopher king" - convinced by St. Ceolfrid [ ] expulsed the clergy 
from Iona "across Druim Alban - the spine of Britain" - so that they fled into 
Dalriada. 

St. Coelfrid sent masons and craftsmen to aid in building stone churches and Nechtan 
dedicated his kingdom to St. Peter... 

But it, in relation to Nechtan's intense religiosity, may also have weakened his authority 
because from 718 he - a treacherous Anglophile who would have to be removed - was 
faced with internal dissent. 

He was, however, a strong king and maintained a firm grip on his subjects until 724, 
when he was forced to give up his crown and retire to to the church. 

Nechtan had fervently supported the efforts of St. Curetan, one of the bishops established 
by St. Adomnan to spread Christianity and desired to establish a Pictish church 
independent of the Anglicans. 

He had appealed to St. Ceolfrith for advice on ecclesiastical questions, and consequently 
adopted the Roman Easter and other usages. 

In fact Nechtan, a proponent of the Roman version of Christianity, had been baptized by 
Curtetan and built a Catholic church at Restenneth in Angus. 

Another Roman rite adherent, Bishop Egbert, had succeeded in 716 in persuading the 
monks of Iona to celebrate Easter according to the Roman calendar. Those who 
resisted were expelled - marking the coming of age of an independent Pictish Church. 

Thus Nechtan's reign marks the beginnings of the Picts as a Christian people. 
Nevertheless adherents of the Celtic rite remained and may have fueled Nechtan's 
opposition. 


The discontent that had been simmering below the surface now erupted into five years of 
some of the most bitter and bloody internecine religious-political civil warfare that 
this country has ever seen. 


In 723 King Selbach mac Fercher of the Cenél Loairn and of Dalriada son of King 
Ferchar Fota (the Tall) of the Cenél Loairn of Dalriada son of Feredach mac 
Fergusa - and a descendant of legendary King Loarn mac Eirc of Ddlriada abdicated 
and retired to a monastery, probably succeeded by his son King Dúngal mac Selbaig 
the Impetuous. 


The clericatus of King Nechtan III mac Der-Ilei of the Picts was in 724; i.e. his prestige 
was so low he abdicated in favour of his nephew Drust VII mac Eochaid son of 
Nechtan's half-brother and retired into a religious life and became a monk in a 
monastery, probably under coercion. 

The succession became muddled by in-fighting and rapid successions (thanks to the 
practice of matrilineal descent followed by the Picts, and a large number of eligible 
would-be kings). 


King Dúngal mac Selbaig the Impetuous was deposed as over-king of Dalriada in 726 by 
King Eochaid mac Echdach of the Cenél nGabrain of Dalriada son of King Eochaid 
mac Domangairt of Ddlriada son of King Domangart mac Domnaill of Ddlriada son 
of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac Eochaid of Ddlriada... 


Angus mac Brude (724) possibly a son of Brude IV (Bredei) mac Der-Ilei son of Derelei 
(Dergard) was quickly eliminated by Drust VII mac Eochaid. 


Drust VII mac Talorgen (724-726) also known as Carnach mac Ferach and Drust mac 
Eochaid [ ] overthrew Nechtan III and ruled together with King Alpin I (Elpin) mac 
Eochaid of Dalriada (726-728) son of Prince Eochu of Dalriada - a five year joint 
rule throwing the Pictish kingdom into a five year period of civil war. 

Simul son of Drest, perhaps yet another sibling of Nechtan, was imprisoned by Drest VII 
in 725. In the same year Bishop Brec of Fortriu died - who had been appointed by 
Nechtan as the earliest known bishop in Pictland. 

Dungal mac Selbach became involved in the dynastic conflicts of the Picts in support of 
Drust VII (who was deposed and cast from the kingdom of the Picts in 726). 


In 726, Nechtan III left the monastic life and sought to reclaim the throne and was 
warring with Drest VII and Alpin I for nine anarchic months; 

but he was defeated and flung into prison by Drust VII and, removing the former king 
from one monastery where he had friends and influence to another where Drest's 
partisans were in control. 

The same year, Drust VII himself was ousted as king of the Picts by Alpin I, a position he 
held until 728 despite opposition from Drust VII and Oengus I mac Fergussa son of 
Fergus who defeated him at the Battle of Monid Croib (Monacrib). 

Nechtan II managed to escape prison in 728 and raise an army with which he crushed 
Alpin I completely in the Battle of Castle Credi - and his territories and all his men 
were taken in a wretched battle. 

He fought a four-sided war for the Pictish throne - Alpin I was defeated by Oengus I in 
the Battle of Montcrieffe Hill, near Perth, and fled back to Dalriada. 


Four kings competed for power in Pictland: Drust VII, Nechtan II, Alpin I and Óengus I, 
who was a partisan for Nechtan. 

Carnach son of Ferach, a sub-king from the far north, was also involved in the fighting - 
he is said to have ruled for 24 years. 

Battles were fought on sea as well as on land, and were often massive in scale. 


Four battles were fought in 728 and 729: In 728, the shadowy King Alpin I of the Picts of 
Dalriada (726-728) was defeated by Óengus I in the Battle of Monaidh Craeb [ ] 
where Alpin's son was killed, 

Nechtan II crushed Alpin I completely in the Battle of Castle Credi - and his territories 
and all his men were taken in a wretched battle. This second defeat led to Alpin's 
flight and Nechtan being restored to the kingship. 

Nechtan in turn was challenged by Oengus I and suffered a humiliating defeat at the 
Battle of Cairn o' Mount Pass in 729. 

Defeated in the civil war by Oengus I, Nechtan III was forcibly retired to his monastery 
(where he died in 732). 

Nechtan had moved the capital from Inverness to Scone near the Tay River nearn Perth. 


On 12 August 729 Oengus I defeated and killed Drust VII in the Battle of Druimm Derg 
Blathuug, but it is unknown what happened to Alpin. 


In 729, three times fifty ships of the Picts were destroyed on the Ross of Cuissine - a total 
complement of between three thousand and four thousand men. 


Oengus I (Angus, Unuist) (Uurguist, Wrguist) mac Fergussa (728 or 729-761), king of 
Dalriada and of Pictland, son of Fergus was a member of the Edganachta of Munster 
as a descendant of Coirpre Cruthnechdn or "Cairbre the Little Pict" - a mythological 
emanation or double of Coirpre Luachra mac Cuirc legendary son of Corc mac 
Luigthig (Conall Corc) ancestor of Eogan Mor son of Ailill Ollamh and Sadb ingen 
Chuinn daughter of Conn of the Hundred Battles - and ancestor of the Edganacht 
Locha Léin, rulers of the kingdom of Jarmuman. 

The branch of the kindred from which he came were known as Egohanachta Magh 
Geirginn, said to be located in an area known as Circinn, usually associated with 
modern Angus and the Mearns. 

His close kin included at least two sons: Bridei (died 736) and King Talorcen II of the 
Picts (died 782): and two brothers: Talorgan (died 750) and Brude V of the Southern 
Picts (died 763). 

Oengus I was ruthless and hard, "a tyrannical murderer who, from the beginning to the 
end of his reign, persisted in the performance of bloody crimes." 

He emerged the victor of the civil war by killing Drust VII in the Battle of Droma Derg 
Blathug in 729. 

He took control amid the general chaos and disorder [ ] drowning his enemies in a large 
tank filled with water. 

In the Battle of Monith Carno (in 729) Óengus I defeated the enemies of Nechtan III, 
among whom are named: Biceot son of Moneit, Finguine son of Drostan and Fereoth 
son of Finguine. 

Oengus' reign was dominated by wars with the Scots of Dalriada, who were subjugated, 
and the Britons of Alt Clut, later the kingdom of Strathclyde. 

In the 730s Óengus I fought against Dálriada whose traditional overlords and protectors 
in Ireland, the Cenél Conaill, were much weakened at this time. 


King Dúngal mac Selbaig of the Cenél Loairn and of Dalriada and King Eochaid mac 
Echdach of the Cenél nGabrain of Dalriada were still in conflict as late as 731, when 
Dúngal burnt Tairpert Boitir (Tarbert) in the lands of the Cenél nGabrdain, anciently 
part of the Gaelic over-kingdom of Ddlriada. 


A fleet from Dálriada fought for High King Flaithbertach mac Loingsig of Ireland,° Chief 
of the Cenél Conaill - a branch of the northern Ui Néill, in his war with High King 


€ High King Flaithbertach mac Loingsig of Ireland, Chief of the Cenél Conaill - a branch of the northern Uí 
Néill, son of High King Loingsech mac Oengusso of Ireland son of Oengus son of High King Domnall 
mac Aedo of Ireland son of High King Áed mac Ainmuirech of the Uí Néill - a distant cousin of St. 
Columba of Iona - and ancestor of High King Niall of the nine Hostages of Ireland. 


Áed Allan of Ireland,’ member of the Cenél nEégain sept of the northern Ui Néill, 
and suffered heavy losses in 733. 


The most powerful ruler in Scotland for over two decades, Oengus I was involved in wars 
in Ireland and England. 


Kings from Oengus' family dominated Pictland until 839 when a disastrous defeat at the 
hands of the Vikings began a new period of instability, which ended with the coming 
to power of Kenneth (Cinded) mac Alpin. 


For most of Oengus' reign Northumbria was ruled by the capable King Eadbehrt Eating 
of Northumbria son of Eata son of Glin Mawr a descendant of Ida of Bernicia 
through a son of Ida named Ocg. 

(Eadbehrt Eating was a brother of Archbishop Ecgbert of York.) 


Fighting between the Picts, led by Bridei son of Oengus, and the Dalriada, led by 
Talorgan mac Congussa, is recorded in 731. 


From 731 Óengus I was at war with Diingal mac Selbach of Strathclyde who had been 
deposed by Eochaid III [ ] and had retired in Loarn. 


It may be that Oengus I was involved in wars in Ireland, perhaps fighting with Aed 
Allan, or against him as an ally of King Cathal mac Finguine of Munster or Cashel of 
the Edganacht Glendamnach sept... 

Bridei son of Oengus I was at Tory Island, on the north-west coast of Donegal, close to 
the lands of Áed Allan's enemy Flaithbertach mac Loingsig - and the Pictish fleet 
from Fortriu was fighting for Flaithbertach rathert than against him. 

In 733, Dungal mac Selbach "profaned the sanctuary of Tory Island when he dragged 
Bridei son of Oengus I out of it." 


In 734 Óengus I invaded Loarn, captured the fortress of Donally and overthrew Diingal 
mac Selbach as king of the Cenél Loairn, who fled to Ireland, and was replaced by his 
first cousin King Muiredach mac Ainbcellaig of Dalriada son of King Ainbcellach 
mac Ferchair the Good of Ddlriada son of King Fercher Fota (the Tall) of Ddalriada 
son of Feredach mac Fergussa - a descendant of legendary King Loarn mac Eirc son 
of Erc son of Eochaid Muinremuir - eponymous ancestor of the Cenél Loairn. 


In 734 Talorgan mac Congussa was handed over to the Picts by his brother and drowned 
by Oengus I. 

Dúngal was wounded, the unidentified fortress of Dún Leithfinn was destroyed, and he 
"fled into Ireland, to be out of the power of Oengus I." 


7 High King Áed Allan of Ireland, member of the Cenél nEógain sept of the northern Ui Néill, son of High 
King Fergal mac Mdele Dún of Ireland son of King Máel Dúin mac Máele Fithrich of Ailech son of High 
King Áed Uaridnach of Ireland son of High King Domnall Ilchelgach of Ireland son of High King 
Muirchertach mac Muiredaig (Mac Ecrae) of Ireland son of Eogan mac Néill son of High King Niall of 
the nine Hostages of Ireland. 


Then Óengus I turned his attention again to Dalriada and defeated Alpin I in a second 
campaign in 736 - whereupon Alpin's rival Muiredach mac Ainbcellach of the Cenél 
Loairn fled to Ireland where he died in 731. 

Dungal, who had returned from Ireland, and his brother Feradach, were captured and 
bound in chains. 

Óengus laid the country waste and the fortresses of Creic and Dunadd, capital of the 
Scots, were taken as he conquered the whole of Scotland north of the Forth and 
Clyde. 

Engus son of Brude or Brude son of Oengus was killed in the siege of Dunadd. 


Oengus' brother, Talorgan mac Fergussa may have been a king of the Picts - and 
perhaps a king of Atholl between about 736 to 750. 
He was killed in battle against the Britons of Alt Clut. 


Muiredach of the Cenél Loairn was defeated with heavy losses by Talorgan mac 
Fergussa, perhaps by Loch Awe. 


Cinioch II mac Wredech (Uuredach, Feredach) son of Uurecech (Feradach) son of King 
Selbach mac Ferchair son of King Fercher Fota (the Tall) of Dalriada son of 
Feredach mac Fergussa - a descendant of legendary King Loarn mac Eirc son of Erc 
son of Eochaid Muinremuir - eponymous ancestor of the Cenél Loairn was captured 
and put in chains by Oengus I in 736 - in 763 he succeeded Oengus' brother Brude V 
mac Fergus as king of the Picts. 


Prince Talorgan of Atholl son of Drostan was captured near Dun Ollaigh - and was 
drowned on Oengus' order in 739. 


Muiredach's son Eogan mac Muiredach succeeded him but was subordinate to Oengus I 
and after his death in 739, Angus was the sole, and first king of the Picts and Scots of 
Dalriada. 


The Scots however must have continued to resist him because Oengus I went on punitive 
expeditions in 739 and 741. 


In 740, Earnwine son of King Eadwulf I of Northumbria was killed on the orders of King 
Eadberht of Northumbria son of Eata - and brother of Archbishop Ecgbert of York. 

There was a war between the Picts and Northumbrians, during which King A2thelbald of 
Mercia son of Alweo son of Eowa of Mercia - brother of King Penda of Mercia son of 
King Pybba of Mercia son of Creoda of Mercia, first king of the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdom of Mercia took advantage of the absence of Eadberht to ravage his lands, 
and perhaps burn York. 

Earnwine's father had been an exile in the north after his defeat in the cival war of 705- 
706, and it may be that Oengus I or Athelbald, or both, had tried to place him on the 
Northumbrian throne. 


In a final campaign in 741, Óengus I again smote the Dalriada Scotti in their Caledonian 
territories, ruling over them, and also in Ireland - and Ddlriada disappeared from 
records for a generation. 


In 744 Eogan mac Muiredach moved against the Britons of Alt Clut, or Strathclyde, but 
he found his match in Teudebur map Bili of Strathclyde who in 750 defeated 
Talorgan of the Picts, the brother of Óengus I, in the Battle of Mygedawg, possibly 
Mugdock, east of Dumbarton. His victory was so complete the Picts' power was 
utterly destroyed. 

This must have weakened his control over Dalriada sufficiently for King Áed Find 
Airechtech mac Eochaid of Dalriada son of King Eochaid mac Echdach of Ddlriada - 
a descendant of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) of Ddlriada... to claim the throne of 
Dalriada and declare his independence. 

In 747 the abbot of Clinnrigmonaig died; i.e. in the reign of Oengus I. 


[From 740 to 750,] Óengus I and Æthelbald were allied against Eadberht and exercised 
joint rulership over Britain, or bretwaldaship - Oengus I collecting tribute north of the 
River Humber and Æthelbald south of the Humber. 


Again, in 750, there were battles between the Picts and the Britons of Alt Clut, or 
Strathclyde, after Kyle, Ayrshire, was taken from Alt Clut by King Eadberht of 
Northumbria. 

In 750, Oengus I took on the Britons in the Battle of Mocetauc (perhaps Mugdock near 
Milngavie), and his brother Talorgan mac Fergussa was killed (in contention for the 
Pictish throne and fighting on the side of the Britons), as was King Tewdeur of Alt 
Clut, but the Britons held the battlefield. 

Oengus retreated to his capital at Fortevoit in Perthshire, and remained there as king of 
the Picts until his death in 761 - after having ruled thirty long years. 


King Áed Finn (the White) Airechtech of Dalriada son of King Eochaid mac Echdach of 
the Cenél nGabrdin of Ddlriada - a descendant of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac 
Eochaid of Ddalriada came to power in Dalriada and rejected the sovereignty of 
Oengus I. 


In the north the activities of Oengus I had displaced many Pictish lords who spilled over 
into Northumbria and King Eadberht of Northumbria fought many battles to subdue 
them. 


Oengus I single-mindedly pursued his war on the Britons and in 756 combined forces 
with Eadberht, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and King Unust of the Picts, and 
led the combined armies to the town of Dumbarton - to effectively destroy 
Strathclyde's independence - but a reversal saw them nearly destroyed. 

Oengus I must have been driven by revenge since he derived no advantage from the 
victory - nearly succeeding in capturing Dunbar. In fact he lost hope of controlling 
Scotland south of the Clyde which now fell under Northumbrian control. 


The Britons accepted terms there on August Ist... but on the tenth day of the same month 
the whole army which Oengus led from Ouania (Govan) to Niwanbirig almost 
perished. 

The defeat here for Eadberht and Óengus I by Æthelbald's Mercians corresponds with 
the claim that Oengus I founded a church there as a thanksgiving to St. Andrew the 
Apostle for saving him after a defeat in Mercia. 


The last years of Oengus I were plagued with internal troubles which prevented foreign 
adventures. 

By his death in 761 - "aged probably more than seventy" - he may have been in control of 
only the Maetae. 

From the beginning of his reign to the end he perpetrated bloody crimes, like a tyrannical 
slaughterer. 


King Brude V (Bridei) mac Fergussa of Fortriu (761-763) son of Fergus - and brother 
of Oengus I succeeded his brother (Oengus I) as king of the Southern Picts. 
Dynastic squabbles continued throughout his reign. 


Ciniod II (Cinioch, Cinded, Kenneth) mac Wredech (Uuredach, Feredach) (763-775 or 
776) son of Uurecech (Feradach) son of King Selbach mac Ferchair son of King 
Fercher Fota (the Tall) of Dálriada son of Feredach mac Fergussa - a descendant of 
legendary King Loarn mac Eirc son of Erc son of Eochaid Muinremuir - eponymous 
ancestor of the Cenél Loairn also known as Kenneth mac Feredach (Feradaig) was 
king of the Picts... 

The wars with the Scots of Dalriada continued as they re-established their independence 
under their leader Aed Find. 

In 768 Áed Find invaded Pictish territory with the men of Dálriada and fought in the 
fierce Battle of Fortriu with Cinioch - the battle may have been fought in Leinster 
with Cinded mac Flainn of the Uí Failgi as the victor over Aed [ ] and thereafter Aed 
Find felt strong enough top declare his independence. 

Upon regaining their freedom, the Scots threw out the laws of Oengus I and substitued 
them with the "Laws of Aed." 

In 774 King Alhred of Northumbria husband of Osgifu, (either the daughter of King 
Oswulf of Northumbria son of King Eadberht of Northumbria or the daughter of King 
Eadberht of Northumbria) fled to Ciniod's court when he was deposed and was 
granted asylum. 

Ciniod II died in 775. While no sons of Ciniod are known, his supposed daughter Eithne 
ingen Cinadhon died in 778. 


Alpin II mac Wroid (Feret) (776-781) or (775-778) son of Uuroid - was king of the Picts 
of Dalriada from 777 to his death in 778. 

His daughter may have been the wife of Alpin II mac Eochaid, a sub-king of Irish 
Dalriada or Galloway, which was part of Strathclyde, and mother of King Kenneth 
(Cinded) mac Alpin of Alba. 


Dubh Talorgan II (Talorcen) mac Drust (Drustan) "the Surly" (779-781) or (781-782) 
was probably the Dubthalorc (Black Talorc) who ruled over the Maetae and died in 
781 (or 782). 

The first son of a Pictish king to become king, he was a king of the Picts on the side of 
Mounth. 


Drust VIII (Drest) mac Talorcen (781-782) or (783) son of Talorgan II son (or brother) 
of Oengus I son of Fergus ruled the Northern Picts only - before being driven into 
exile or killed. 


Talorcen III mac Angus (782 or 783-785) son of Oengus I son of Fergus - was king of 
the Picts from 783 to 785. 

A rare case in Pictish history of a son succeeding his father (Óengus I) and his son (Drust 
VII) - suggesting that the matrilineal system of choosing a king was beginning to 
break down. 

Despite his pedigree he was just as ineffective as his predecessors. 


The dominant kingdom in eastern Scotland before the Viking Age was the northern 
Pictish kingdom of Fortriu on the shores of the Moray Firth. 

By the 9th century, the Gaels of Dal Riata (Dalriada) were subject to the kings of Fortriu 
of the family of Caustantin mac Fergusa (Constantine son of Fergus) of the Picts. 

Constantine's family dominated Fortriu after 789 - and perhaps from around 730. 


Conall (Canaul) mac Taidg (Tadg, Tarl'a) (785-789) son of Tarl'a the Pict ruled at 
Forteviot in Perthshire until 789 when civil war again broke out and he was defeated 
in battle and driven out by King Caustantin (Constantine) mac Fergus of the Picts of 
Fortriu. 

He found refuge with Domnall mac Constantine of Dalriada son of King Caustantin mac 
Fergus of the Picts and succeeded him there as Conall I in 805. 

He invaded Dalriada and was challenged by his brother Conall II mac Áedáin (Aedan) 
son of Aedan and Tadg the Pict - a king in Scotland and a sub-king in Dalriada - and 
fell in the Battle of Cenn Tire (Kintyre) circa 807. 


King Caustantin (Constantine) mac Fergusa of the Picts (789-820) son of a Pictish 
mother and King Fergus mac Echdach of Ddlriada son of King Eochaid mac 
Echdach of the Cenél nGabrdin of Ddlriada - a descendant of King Domnall Brecc 
(Donuel) mac Eochaid of Dalriada came to the throne by defeating Conall in battle in 
Pictland and deposing him in 789 - and reigned 35 or 45 years. 

Unlike his hapless predecessor, Caustanin was a true Pictish king. 

He defeated Conall mac Aedan in 809 and ruled over the whole of Scotland, including 
Dalriada. 

He was the first king who not only united the Picts and Scots, but was recognized by the 
Scots as "Ard Righ" - their High King. 

It was during his reign that Viking raids on the western coasts of Scotland continued - the 
first recorded in 794 in the Annals of Ulster. 

From that date they continued unabated every year from bases in the Hebrides. 


Caustantin could not challenge them at sea and the Viking would not fight on land so 
instead he fortified his interior. 

A patron of the Northumbrian monasteries [ ] he built a new citadel at Fortevoit and 
founded a new church at Dunkeld in Perthshire in 815 (or 816) - after the deaths of 
Charlemagne and Pope Leo III. 

Many of the monks from Iona which had been sacked repeatedly in 795, 802 and 806 
were moved there. 

Of the remainder most went to Kells in Ireland in 814. 

Caustantin also became king of Dalriada (811-820) by claiming the throne after the death 
of Conall II in 811, thus becoming the second king to rule over both Picts and Scots. 

Caustantin died in 820. 

Domnall son of Caustantin may have ruled Ddlriada from around 811 to 835. 


King Oengus II (Onuist, Angus) mac Fergus of the Picts (820-834) son of a Pictish 
mother and King Fergus mac Echdach of Ddlriada son of King Eochaid mac 
Echdach of the Cenél nGabrdin of Ddlriada - a descendant of King Domnall Brecc 
(Donuel) mac Eochaid of Ddlriada... - and a brother of Caustantin was a devoutly 
Christian king who established St. Andrew the Apostle as the principal seat of 
religious learning among the Picts. 

In 832 he expelled an English invasion planned by a warlord called Athelstan, who had 
gathered an army on the "Plain of Merc," probably Mercia, near the River Tyne. 

Praying fervently for some days before the battle, St. Andrew appeared to Oengus ina 
dream and promised him the victory if he dedicated a tenth part of his inheritance to 
God. 

On the day of the Battle of Athelstaneford in East Lothian. Oengus and his army arose to 
be greeted by the spectacular sight of coruscating white clouds forming a huge St. 
Andrew's cross which gleamed blindingly against the azure blue of the morning sky. 

With a great cheer, they drew their swords and charged the Saxons, slaughtering them to 
aman. 

The English king's head was impaled on a stake and planted on an island, probably 
Inchcolm in the Firth of Forth, and no doubt facing south. 

Óengus II died in 834 - and was succeeded by his nephew Drust IX mac Caustantin. 


Drust IX mac Caustantin (Constantine) (834-837) son of King Caustantin mac Fergus 
of the Picts son of a Pictish mother and King Fergus mac Echdach of Dálriada son of 
King Eochaid mac Echdach of the Cenél nGabrdin of Ddlriada - a descendant of 
King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac Eochaid of Ddlriada and Talorc IV mac Uuthoil 
(Fathoil, Fochal) (834-837) ruled jointly. 

Drust ruled the Southern Picts and Talorc ruled the Northern Picts. 


Talorgen mac Wthoil (834-837) or (837) son of Wthoil was a National Guardian, or 
Regent, rather thana joint king of the Picts. 


Eoganan mac Óengusa (Uven or Ewan mac Angus) (837-839) son of Óengus IT mac 
Fergussa of Dálriada son of a Pictish mother and King Fergus mac Echdach of 
Dalriada son of King Eochaid mac Echdach of the Cenél nGabrdain of Ddlriada - a 


descendant of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac Eochaid of Ddlriada did not 
receive a portion of the kingdom when his father died. This may have been out of 
personal choice or because he was too young. 

Alternatively he may have been elected when the Viking raids became intolerable and in 
837 he appears as ruler over both Dalriada and the Picts. Of the other successors only 
Áed II mac Boantna of Dalriada was left in Dalriada. 

In 839 a force of Norwegian and Danish Vikings led by the Norse/Irish warlord Guthfrith 
mac Fergus of Mann landed on Galloway, then ruled by Kenneth (Cináed) mac 
Alpin, and marched into Pictish territory. 

Near St. Fillans Ewan and Aed suffered a disastrous defeat. The entire Pictish royal 
family was almost decimated. Control over Dalriada and Southern Pictland was lost 
to Kenneth (Cináed) mac Alpin who used it as a springboard toward the permanent 
union of all Scotland under his rule. 

Eoganan, together with his brother Bran and "Áed mac Boanta and others almost 
innumerable" perished in a great disaster upon the men of Fortriu at the hands of the 
Viking (Norse) heathen in 839. 

Along with his uncle King Caustantin mac Fergus of the Picts, Eoganan appears to be a 
patron of Northumbrian monasteries. 


The line of descent of Pictish kings was broken... and the decimation of the Pictish 
warrior class was the most decisive point at which the pendulum of control swung 
towards the Scots. 

Pictand eventually merged with Scotian Dálriada through intermarriage to become 
Scotland. 


vil 
Competitors for the Throne of Pictland 
Following the disaster that decimated the Pictish royal house in 839 a number of 
claimants to the throne appeared: 
Pictland was in a state of considerable turmoil during this period, and they may have been 


ruling and defending different parts of the kingdom at the same time, fighting the 
invading Norsemen as well as the Scots, ever looking to expand from Dalriada. 


Uurad or Wrad (Feradach, Ferach) mac Bargoit (Bargoch) (839-842) reigned jointly 
with Brude VI for his final year... and may have been murdered. 


Brude VI (Bridei) mac Dergart (Ferat) (842-843) son of Uurad... was almost certainly 
murdered. 


Ciniod (Cinded, Kineth, Kinat) mac Ferat (circa 843) son of Uurad... ruled the Northern 
Picts jointly with his brother Brude VI until he was expelled by Brude VII. 


Brude VII mac Fethal (Fochal) (843-845) son of Fochel (Uuthoil) ruled the Northern 
Picts... he contested with Kenneth (Cináed) mac Alpin but was deposed by Drust X. 


The Pictish kingdom began to suffer the most terrible onslaughts imaginable from both 
land and sea. 
Norse incursions were becoming increasingly frequent and savage. 


Drust X mac Fethal (Ferat) (845-848) son of Uurad the Northern Picts turned to the 
Scots of Dalriada - a joint council was urgently called and his nobles were invited to a 
feast at Scone where they were treacherously murdered. 


Drust X was the last king of the Picts. 


The Treason of Cinded mac Alpin 


In 841, Cináed mac Alpin attacked the remnants of the Pictish army and defeated them. 

He then invited Drest X and the remaining Pictish nobles to Scone to settle the issue of 
Dalriada's freedom - and mac Alpin's claim to the Dalriadan crown. 

Faced with a recently victorious mac Alpin in the south and a devastated army in the 
north, Drest, as well as all claimants to the Pictish throne from the seven royal houses 
attended a great banquet at Scone. 

The Gaels came secretly armed to Scone. 

The Pictish nobles were plied with drinks and became quite drunk. 

Once the Picts were drunk, the Gaels allegedly pulled bolts from the benches, causing the 
Picts to fall into concealed earthen hollows under the benches; 

additionally, the traps were sown with sharp blades, such that the falling Picts impaled 
themselves. 

Unable to defend themselves, the surviving Pictish Lords were systematically butchered 
to the man from above and their bodies, clothes and ornaments plundered. 


Kenneth mac Alpin became king of both realms, heralding back to his maternal ancestry 
to establish his claim to the throne of Pictavia and inheriting Dalriada from his father. 


He merged the two into one body - the Kingdom of Alba, (or the Gaelic Kingdom of 
Scotland). 


viii 
House of Alpin (848-1034) 


In 847 Gaelic King Cináed mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the 
Conqueror") of Dálriada, Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts) ,° (810 - 13 February 


8 Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") son of Alpin mac Echdach 
son of Eochaid son of King Áed Find Airechtech mac Eochaid of Dálriada son of King Eochaid mac 
Echdach of the Cenél nGabrdin of Dálriada son of King Eochaid mac Domangairt of Ddlriada son of 
King Domangart mac Domnaill of Dalriada son of King Domnall Brecc (Donuel) mac Eochaid of 
Dálriada son of King Eochaid Buide of Dálriada son of King Aedan mac Gabrdin of Ddlriada son of 


858) son of Alpin mac Echdach son of Eochaid (or Eochu) - his mother probably 
descended from the royal house of Fortriu formally united the kingdom of the Picts to 
his own to form the Kingdom of Alba. 

Alpin son of Achay (Alpin son of Eochu) was killed in a war with the Picts in 836. 

Being a descendant of the two royal houses of Pictland and Dalriada made Kenneth, with 
a legitimate claim to either throne, acceptable to both Picts and Scots. 

The situation in Pictland and Dalriada had become critical as the two countries were 
suffering badly from unceasing attacks by Viking pirates. 


Kenneth was king of Dalriada for two years before being crowned the Pictish king in 843 
- probably at Scone - amid fierce resistance from several contumacious Pictish sub- 
kings who regarded him as an arrogant usurper. 

His reign is dated from 843, but it was probably not until 848 that he defeated the last of 
rivals for power. 

He was ruthless, strong-willed, daring, cultured and religious. 

Starting with the Scots, he took a force of battle-hardened warriors westward to claim the 
crown of the Dalriadans. They had been without a proper High King since 729 - and 
over the next two years he established his own government and rule of law among 
them. 

He then turned east and proceeded to Perth, bringing the Lia Fáil - the Coronation Stone 
of Scone - the Scots "Stone of Destiny" with him from Dunstaffnage Castle in Argyll 
to Scone, ancient capital of the Picts. 

In 849 he also brought the Holy relics of St. Columba from Iona to the church of Dunkeld 
in Perthsire - that had been founded by King Caustantin mac Fergus of the Picts. 

An extremely capable captain of men, Kenneth invaded Saxonia (Old Saxony) six times 
with his combined army of Picts and Scots; 

he burnt Dunbar, captured Melrose and expelled the English from most of southern 
Scotland, extending his control as far south as the River Tweed. 

Consolidating his rule over the whole kingdom took around eight years to compete - but 
by the end of it all he had achieved more than any of the kings of Scots or Picts 
before him. 

The Vikings, though, were laying waste to Pictland, reaching far into the interior. 


Chief Gofraid mac Fergusa, toisech Innsi Gall (lord of the foreign isles, that is of the 
Hebrides, and perhaps the Isle of Mann) of Airgialla went to Alba, to strengthen 
Dalriada, at the request of Kenneth mac Alpin. 


The reign of Kenneth also saw an increased degree of Norse settlement in the outlying 
areas of modern Scotland: Shetland, Orkney, Caithness, Sutherland, the Western Isles 
and the Isle of Mann, and part of Ross were settled. 

The links between Kenneth's kingdom and Ireland were weakened, and those with 
southern England and the continent almost broken. 


King Gabrdin mac Domangairt the Traitor of Dalriada. His maternal grandfather was King Caustantin 
mac Fergus of the Picts son of a Pictish mother and King Fergus mac Echdach of Dalriada son of King 
Eochaid mac Echdach of the Cenél nGabrain of Ddlriada - a descendant of King Domnall Brecc 
(Donuel) mac Eochaid of Dalriada. 


Kenneth and his successors were forced to consolidate their position in the kingdom, and 
the union between the Picts and the Gaels began to strengthen. 

By the time of King Donald II mac Causantin of the Picts of Scotland son of King 
Causantin mac Cindeda (Constantine I) of the Picts son of King Cinded mac Alpin of 
Dalriada, the kings would be called neither Kings of the Gaels or of the Scots, but 
kings of Alba. 


King Kenneth mac Alpin of the Picts died from a tumor on 13 February 858 at the palace 
of Cinnbelachoir, perhaps near Scone. 

The title "king of Alba" was not used until Kenneth's grandsons, Donald II and King 
Constantine II of Scotland son of King Aed of the Picts. 


With the death of King Kenneth mac Alpin the Hisory of the Pictish Kings comes to an 
end - at least as far as the Picts are concerned. 

After a brief period of adjustment that lasted a couple of generations, the ancient 
kingdom of Alba was to begin a process of fundamental change, both politically and 
culturally, that would eventually transform the fiercely independent Dark Age society 
with its own ancient customs and laws, into the modern nation of Scotland. 


Kenneth left two sons: Causantin (Constantine I) and Áed mac Cindeda of the White 
Flowers, who were later kings, and at least two daughters: 

One daughter, [ ] ingen Cináed, married King Rhun ab Arthgal of Alt Clut and Clyde 
(Strathclyde) son or King Artgal of Alt Clut and Strathclyde son of Dumnagual IV of 
Alt Clut - last king of the North: King Eochaid mac Rhun of the Picts being the result 
of this union. 


King Ingjald "the White" Helgasson of Ireland son of Helgi Olafsson "the Bright"? 
and Tora Sigurdsdottir'® daughter of Sigurd Orm-i-gje ("Snake-eye") Ragnarsson 
and Heluna Bleja daughter of King Ælla II of Northumbria and Eahlund Ella Wessex 
Ellasdatter. 

Their daughter was Fitne ingen Áeda, wife of Flannacdn av Brega. 


After Aed's death in 879, Máel Muire married her second husband, High King Flann 
Sinna of Ireland of Clann Cholmáin of the southern Uí Néill and King of Mide son of 
Máel Sechnaill mac Mdele Ruanaid of Clan Chomáin, a branch of the southern Ui 
Néill, and Lann sister of King Cerball mac Dúnlainge of Ossory (in south-eastern 
Ireland). 

Máel bore him a daughter, Ligach ingen Flainn (died 923), wife of King Síl nÁedo Sláine 
of Brega, king of Mide and High King of "all" Ireland son of High King Máel 
Sechnaill mac Máele Ruanaid of "all" Ireland , whose own son Congalach of 
Knoweth (died 956) would eventually become king of Tara. 

Domnall was the son of Máel Muire and High King Flann Sinna of Ireland. 


As the wife and mother of kings, when Máel Muire died in 913, her death was reported 
by the Annals of Uslter, where she was identified not as Flann's widow but as 
Cináed's daughter - an unusual thing for the male-centered chronicles of the age. 


King Domnall mac Alpín (Donald I MacAlpin) of the Picts (858-862) son of Alpín mac 
Echdach son of Eochaid (or Eochu) - his mother probably descended from the royal 
house of Fortriu followed his brother Cináed (Kenneth I) to the Pictish throne. 

Domnall reigned for four years, from his brother's death in 858 to his own in 862. In his 
time the Gaels with their king made the rights and laws of the kingdom, [that are 
called the laws of] King Áed Find of Dalriada son of Eochaid in Fortevoit. 

Domnall was the supposed great-grandson of Áed Find. 


The Laws of Áed Find are entirely lost, but it has been assumed that, like the laws 
attributed to Giric and and Constantine II (Causantin mac Áeda) - infer, these related 
to the church an in particular to the granting of privileges and immunities common 
elsewhere. 

The significance of Fortevoit as the site of this law-making, along with Kenneth's death 
there and Constantine's later gathering at nearby Scone, may point to this as being the 
heartland of the son's of Alpin's support. 


In war, Domnall was a vigorous soldier... he is said to have been assassinated at Scone. 


° Helgi Olafsson "the Bright" was son of King Óláfur Gudrodsson Guðröðarson of Ireland son of Gudrød 
Halfdansson "the Magnificent" son of King Halfdan Olafsson "Whiteshanks" Kvitbein and Asa (Aasa) 
Eysteindottar. 

10 Tora Sigurdsdottir was daughter of Sigurd Orm-i-gje ("“Snake-eye") Ragnarsson son of the legendary 
Norse rulker and hero Ragnar Lodbrok, the Scourge of France and England, and Warrior-Queen Aslaug 
(Aslég) Kraka Sigurdsdatter daughter of Sigurd "Fafnisbana" Sigmundsson of Denmark and Brynhild 
Budlasdatter "the Shieldmaiden." 


Although Domnall was said to have been childless, it has been suggested that Giric was a 
son of Domnall [ ] rather than the commonly supposed Dúngail. 


Domnall died on 13 April 862, either at the palace of Cinnbelachoir (location unknown) 
or at Rathinveralmond (also unknown, and may be the same place, presumed to be 
near the junction of the Almond and the Tay, near Scone). He was buried on Iona. 


King Causantin (Constantine I) mac Cináeda of the Picts (862-877) son of Gaelic King 
Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") of Ddlriada, 
Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts), son of Alpin mac Echdach son of Eochaid (or 
Eochu) succeeded his uncle King Domnall mac Alpin (Donald I MacAlpin) of the 
Picts following the later's death. 

Causantin's (Constantine I) reign witnessed increased activity by Vikings in northern 
Britain, based in Ireland, in Northumbria and in northern Britain. 

Viking armies were led by a small group of men who may have been kinsmen. 

Among those are: Ivarr (in Old Norse) (Ímar in Irish), who was active from East Anglia 
to Ireland; Halfdan (Albdann in Irish, Healfdene in Old English); and Amlaib Conung 
(Óláfr in Old Norse). 


The Great Heathen Army 


In 865 the Great Heathen Army led by the sons of Ragnar Lodbrok son of Sigurd Ring 
and Alfild, probably a part of the force that had been active in Francia, landed in East 
Anglia. 

While the kingdoms of East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria were under attack, other 
Viking armies were active in the far north. 

In 866, Amlfab Conung, the first Norse king of Dublin, and Auisle or Oisle (Old Norse: 
Asi or Audgisi) sons of the king of Lochlann - and brother of Ivarr, kings of the 
foreigners, brought an army to Fortriu and obtained tribute and hostages. 

Having obtained tribute from the East Anglican King Edmund the Martyr possibly son of 
King A:thelweard of East Anglia, the Great Army moved north, seizing York, chief 
city of the Northumbrians. 


In 867, Auisle was killed by Amliab in a dispute over Amliab's wife, the daughter of 
Cinaed: It is unclear whether this woman was the daughter of Cináed mac Alpin or 
King Cinded mac Conaing of Brega, who had been drowned by Máel Sechnaill in 
851. 

While Amliab and Auisle were in north Britain, High King Áed Findliath of Ireland took 
advantage to destroy the longphorts (Viking ship enclosures or shore fortress) along 
the northern coasts of Ireland. 

Áed Findliath was married to Máel Muire daughter of Cinded mac Alpin: She later 
married Aed's successor Flann Sinna. 


The Great Heathen Army defeated an attack on York by the two rivals of the 
Northumbrian throne: Osberht and Ælla, who had put aside their differences in the 
face of a common enemy. 

Nearly all the Northumbrians were routed - and both would-be kings were killed in the 
failed assault, probably on 21 March 867. 

Following this, the survivors made peace with the pagans, and the leaders of the Great 
Army installed Ecgberht I king under their own dominion. 

Ecgberht reigned for six years, as the Great Army's tax-collector over the Northumbrians 
beyond the Tyne, until the Northumbrians rebelled against the Danes and their 
collaborators in 872, expelled Ecgberht, and their Archbishop Wulfhere of York (who 
found refuge with King Burgred of Mercia). 

Ecgberht died in 873 - and was succeeded by King Ricsige of Northumbria. 


In 870, Amlfab and Ivarr attacked Dumbarton Rock, where the River Leven meets the 
River Clyde, the chief place of the kingdom of Alt Clut, south-western neighbour of 
Pictland. 

The siege lasted four months before the fortress fell to the Vikings who returned to 
Ireland with many prisoners. "Angles, Britons and Picts," in 871. 

Dumbarton Rock was largely abandoned and Govan replaced it as the chief place of the 
kingdom of Strathclyde, as Alt Clut ws later known - a Brythonic kingdom in the Hén 
Ogledd ("the Old North"), the Brythonic-speaking part of north-western England and 
south-western Scotland. 

King Artgal of Alt Clut and Strathclyde did not long survive these events, being killed 
"at the instigation" of Causantin (Constantine I) son of Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth 
mac Alpin) two years later. 

Artgal's son and successor, King Rhun ab Arthgal of Alt Clut and Clyde (Strathclyde), 
was married to [ ] ingen Cinded sister of Causantin. 

Amiliab returned to Pictland in 871 or 872 to collect further tribute. 

His ally Ívarr died in 873. 


Following successful campaigns against East Anglia and Northumbria, the Great Heathen 
Army, led by Ivarr, Halfdan and Ubba the sons of Ragnar Lodbrok son of Sigurd Ring 
and Alfild, advanced through Mercia, arriving in Nottingham in 867, where King 
Burgred, aided by his brother-in-law King Æthelred of Wessex and King Alfred the 
Great of the Anglo-Saxons, drove off a force of 10,000 invaders. 

The armies of Wessex and Mercia did no serious fighting, and the Vikings were allowed 
to remain through the winter. 

In 874 the march of the Vikings from Lindsey to Repton drove Burgred from his 
kingdom after they sacked Tamworth. 

After Burgred left they appointed Ceolwulf II, the last king of independent Mercia, to 
replace him, demanding oaths of loyalty. 

Burgred retired to Rome and died and was buried there. 


In 875, a Viking army laid waste to Pictavia again. Amliab Conung was killed by 
Causantin in the Battle of Dollar between the Danes and the Picts - and a great 
slaughter of the Picts resulted. 


In 877, shortly after building a church for the Céli Dé (Culdee) at St. Andrews, Causantin 
was captured and executed (or perhaps killed in battle) after defending against Viking 
raiders. 

Some believe he was beheaded on a Fife beach, following the Battle of Fife Ness, near 
Crail. Others place Causantins death at Inverdovat (by Newport-on-Tay) (at the 
"Black Cave"). 

King Causantin (Constantine I) mac Cinaeda of the Picts was buried in iona. 


King Áed mac Cindeda of the White Flowers of the Picts (876 or 877-878) son of 
Gaelic King Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") 
of Ddlriada, Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts) son of Alpin mac Echdach son of 
Eochaid (or Eochu) succeeded his brother King Causantin (Constantine I) mac 
Cinaeda of the Picts following the later's death in 878. 

He was slain by his successor Giric and his associates in Strathallan or in the civitas of 
Nrurim (Nrurim is unidentified) 


Aed's son, Constantine II mac Aeda, became the first King of Alba (later to be named 
Scotland) in 900. 


King Giric mac Dúngal Mac Rath ("Son of Fortune") of the Picts (879-889) may have 
ruled jointly with Eochaid "the Briton of the Clyde" son of King Rhun ab Arthgal of 
Alt Clut and Strathclyde and | | ingen Cinded daughter of King Cinded mac Alpin 
(Kenneth mac Alpin) of Ddlriada |- the "mysterious" woman of Dún Guaire 
(Bamburgh)]. 

He reigned for twelve years - and subdued to himself all Ireland (Hibernia) [or Bernicia] 
and nearly all England. 

Giric was the first to give liberty to the Scotish church, which was in servitude to secular 
oppression up until that time, after the custom and fashion of the Picts, and adopt 
Trish customs. 


Constantine IT and his cousin Donald II may have passed Giric's reign in exile in Ireland 
where their aunt Máel Muire was wife of two successive High Kings of Ireland: Aed 
Findliath and Flann Sinna. 


In Giric's second year, High King Aed Findliath (the Fair Warrior) of Ireland son of High 
King Niall Caille of Ireland died on 20 November 879. 

In his ninth year, on the very day of St. Cirici (Cyrus), on 16 June 885, a solar eclipse 
occured. Eochaid and his foster-father and guardian (Giric) were deposed and 
expelled from the kingdom. 

Giric died in 889 at Dundurn in Strathearn - and was buried in Iona. 


Constantine II may have returned to Pictland where Donald II, "the rough one who 
thought relics and psalms of little worth," became king. 


King Domnall mac Causantin (Donald I) Dasachtach ("the Madman") of the Picts 
(889-900) son of King Causantin (Constantine I) mac Cindeda of the Picts son of 
Gaelic King Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") 
of Ddlriada, Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts), son of Alpin mac Echdach son of 
Eochaid (or Eochu) became king on the death or deposition of King Giric mac 
Dungal of the Picts, the date of which is not certainly known but usually placed in 
889, and ruled for 11 years. 

The Northmen (Norsemen or Normanni) wasted Pictland at this time. 

The Battle of Innisibsolian between the Scots and the Danes occurred in his reign - where 
the Scots had the victory. 

In 900, he was killed in the Battle of Opidum Fother (modern Dunnottar in the Mearns) 
by the Gales - rather than the Norseman Harald Fairhair - and was buried at Iona. 

Domnall mac Causantin (Donald II) was the last King of the Picts. 


Donald's son Máel Coluim mac Domnaill (Malcolm I) became King of the Scots when his 
cousin, King Causantin mac Áeda (Constantine ID of Scotland son of King Áed mac 
Cindeda of the White Flowers of the Picts son of Gaelic King Cinded mac Alpin 
(Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") of Ddlriada, Rex Pictorum 
(King of the Picts) son of Alpin mac Echdach son of Eochaid (or Eochu) abdicated to 
become a monk. 


In 904, King Ead of the Picts died in a battle against the Ui Imair - the royal Norse 
Dynasty of Ivar whose members ruled much of the Irish Sea region, the Kingdom of 
Dublin, the western coast of Scotland, including the Hebrides and some part of 
Northern England. 


ix 
Kings of Alba (Scotland) 


King Causantin mac Áeda (Constantine IT) of Scotland (before 869 - 952) (reigned 
900-943) son of King Áed mac Cindeda of the White Flowers of the Picts son of 
Gaelic King Cinded mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin) An Ferbasach ("the Conqueror") 
of Ddlriada, Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts) son of Alpin mac Echdach son of 
Eochaid (or Eochu) succeeded Donald II. 


The origins of the Kingdom of Alba, in northern Great Britain, are traced to Constantine's 
lifetime. 

The core of the kingdom was formed by the lands around the River Tay. 

Its southern limit was the River Forth, northwards it extended towards the Moray Firth 
and perhaps to Caithness, while its western limits are uncertain. 


His reign, like those of his predecessors, was dominated by the actions of Viking rulers in 
the British Isles, particularly the Ui Imair ("the grandsons of Ímar or Ivar (Ivarr) the 
Boneless son of Ragnar Lodbrok" - a Viking leader and commander of the Great 
Heathen Army and founder of the Ui Imair dynasty which dominated the Irish Sea 
throughout the Viking Age). 


In the third year of his reign Dunkeld "and all Albania (Alba)" was attacked and 
plundered by Vikings. 

These Northmen may have been some of those who were driven out of Dublin in 902, but 
also could haveen the same group who had defeated Dopmnaill in 902. 

The Northmen were killed in the Battle of Strath Erenn, where Ímar or Ivar (Ivarr) the 
Boneless son of Ragnar Lodbrok son of Sigurd Ring and Alfild and many others 
perished at the hands of the men of Fortriu in 904. 

The defeat of the Northmen is attributed to intercession of St. Columba following fasting 
and prayer. 


In the sixth year of his reign, Constantine met Bishop Cellach I, first bishop of the Scots, 
upon the Hill of Belief (the hill of credulity) near the royal city of Scone, intending to 
heal a rift between king and church, and pledged themselves that the laws and 
disciplines of the faith, and the rights of the churches and gospels, should be kept 
pertier cum Scottis - that is, in conformity with the [customs of the] Gaels. 

Marking the demise of the Pictish church to the reforming Gaels. An important step in 
the gaelicisation of the lands east of Druim Alban and endorsing Constantine's 
kingship, prefiguring later royal inaugerations at Scone. 


Queen Æthelflæd, Iron Lady of the Mercians,!! allied with the Irish and northern rulers 
against the Norsemen on the Irish sea coasts of Northumbria. 

An Irish fleet from the kingdom of Ulaid was defeated by Vikings "on the coast of 
England" about this time. 


In the eighth year of Constantine's reign, King Cormac mac Cuilennain of Munster, an 
Irish bishop, died - on 13 September 908 - killed fighting in Leinster, probably 
attempting to restore the fortunes of the kings of Munster by reimposing authority 
over that province. 

In Constantine's time, his brother, Domnall (Dyfnwall D, ruler of the kingdom of the 
(Strathclyde) Britons died, and Domnall (Dyfnwall ID son of Áed, heir designate of 
Ailech was elected. 

Futhermore, Flann Sinna and Niall Glundub also died. 


From 914 onwards, Viking ships were in the Irish sea. 


11 Queen Athelflzed, Iron Lady of the Mercians eldest daughter of King Alfred the Great of Wessex of 
the Anglo-Saxons (only child of King Æthelwulf of Wessex and his first wife Osburh daughter of Osiac) 
and Queen Ealhswith (daughter of Ealdorman A:thelred Mucil of the Gaini - an old Mercian tribal group 
- and Eadburh, a member of the mercian royal family, and a descendant of King Coenwulf of Mercia). 


By 916 fleets under Sitric Cáech ("One-Eyed") and Ragnall ua Imair, a Norse over-lord 
of northern Britain, said to be grandsons of Ímar, (that is, they belonged to the same 
Uí Ímair kindred as the Ímar who was killed in 904), were very active in Ireland. 

Sitric inflicted a heavy defeat on the armies of Leinster and retook Dublin in 917. 

The following year Ragnall returned across the Irish sea intent on establishing himself as 
king at York. 


Queen Æthelflæd had been negotiating with the Northumbrians to obtain their 
submission, but her death on 12 June 918 at Tamworth, Staffordshire, put an end to 
this, and her successor, her brother Edward the Elder,'* was occupied with securing 
control of Mercia. 


Since 913, the northern part of Northumbria, and perhaps the whole kingdom, had 
probably been ruled by Ealdred of Northumbria son of Eadwulf IT of Northumbria, 
king of the Saxons of the north - a favorite of King Alfred the Great, a friend of King 
Edward the Elder. 

Ealdred was driven from his lands, whether all of Northumbria or merely the northern 
part which had once been Bernicia is debated, by Ragnall ua Imair, either in or before 
914, or alternatively as late as 918. 

Ealdred sought refuge with King Causantin mac Áeda (Constantine II) of Scotland, and 
the two fought Ragnall at the Battle of Corbridge in 918. 

The Norse army divided itself into four columns: Earl Ottir Iarla "the Black" and 
Gragabai led one; Golfrith grandson of Imair led another; and the "young lords" led a 
third battalion. 

There was also a battalion in ambush led by Ragnall, which had been hidden behind a hill 
so that the men of Scotland did not see. 

The Scotsmen routed the three battalions which they saw, and made a great slaughter of 
the heathens, including Ottir and Gragabai. 

Ragnall, however, then attacked the rear opf the Scotsmen, and made a slaughter of them, 
although none of their kings or mornaers ("Great Stewards" or "Sea Lords") among 
the men of Alba were cut off (and killed). 

Nightfall caused the battle to be broken off. 

The English had fought amongst the Norsemen. 


After Corbridge, Ragnar enjoyed only a short respite. 

In the south, Alfred's son Edward had rapidly secured control of Mercia and had a burh - 
an Old English fortification or fortified settlement - constructed at Bakewell in the 
Peak District from which his armies could easily strike north. 

An army from Dublin led by Ragnar's kinsman Sitric struck at north-western Mercia in 
919, but in 920 or 921 Edward met with Ragnal and the other kings, who chose 
Edward as "father and lord." 


Edward the Elder son of King Alfred the Great of Wessex of the Anglo-Saxons (only child of King 
Æthelwulf of Wessex and his first wife Osburh daughter of Osiac) and Queen Ealhswith (daughter of 
Ealdorman Æthelred Mucil of the Gaini - an old Mercian tribal group - and Eadburh, a member of the 
mercian royal family, and a descendant of King Coenwulf of Mercia). 


The other kings present were: Constantine II, Ealdred son of Eadwulf, and the king of 
Strathclyde - either Dyfnwall II or, more probably, King Owen I of the Strathclyde 
Britons and the Cumrians son of Domnall (Dyfnwall ID son of Áed - a nephew of 
Constantine. 


In 919 Ragnall descended upon York. He took the city and had himself proclaimed king. 
The Bernicians remained under him, though Ealdred and King Domnall (Dyfnwall I) 
of Strathclyde did homage to the king of England. 


Edward the Elder died in 924. His realms were divided with the West Saxons 
recognising his second son, AZlfweard of Wessex!? son of English King Edward the 
Elder and his second wife, A:lffled, while the Mercians chose Æthelstan son of 
English King Edward the Elder and his first wife, Ecgwynn, who had been raised at 
Æthelflæd's court. 

Ælfweard died within weeks of his father and Æthelstan!* was inaugerated as king of all 
Edward's lands in 925. 


By 926 Norse King Sitric Caech ("One-Eyed") of Dublin, Ireland and Northumbria, had 
evidently acknowledged Æthelstan as over-king, adopting Christianity and marrying a 
sister of Æthelstan at Tamworth. 

Within the year he may have abandoned his new faith and repudiated his wife, but before 
Æthelstan and he could fight, Sitric died suddenly in 927. 

His kinsman, perhaps brother, Norse-Gael King Gofraid ua Imair of Dublin son of Sitric 
Cadech, who had remained as his deputy in Dublin, came from Ireland to take power 
in York, but failed. 

Æthelstan moved quickly, seizing much of Northumbria. In less than a decade, the 
kingdom of the English had become by far the greatest power in Britain and Ireland, 
perhaps stretching as far north as the Firth of Forth. 


Æthelstan faced opposition from Constantine II, from Owen of Strathclyde, and from the 
Welsh kings. 

Gofraid, together with Sitric's young son Norse-Gael King Amlaib (Olaf) Cuaran of 
Northumbria and Dublin - a patron of the Irish "fili" and Scandanavian "skalds" (elite 
classes of poets) - fled north and received refuge from Constantine, which led to a 
war with A2thelstan. 


On 12 July 927, Eamont Bridge (immediately to the south of Penrith, Cumria) was the 
scene of a gathering of kings from throughout Britain: Present were: Æthelstan, 


‘3 Ælfweard of Wessex son of English King Edward the Elder and his second wife, Ælfflæd daughter of 
Æthelhelm, probably ealdorman of Wiltshire, a son of Edward's uncle, King A:thelred of Wessex son of 
King Æthelwulf of Wessex. 

14 King Æthelstan of the Saxons and the English son of King Edward the Elder (son of King Alfred the 
Great of Wessex of the Anglo-Saxons and his first wife Osburh daughter of Oslac) and Queen Ealhswith 
(daughter of Ealdorman A:thelred Mucil of the Gaini - an old Mercian tribal group - and Eadburh, a 
member of the mercian royal family, and a descendant of King Coenwulf of Mercia). 


Constantine II, Owen of Strathclyde, King Hywel Dda of Deheubarth,'> and Ealdred 
son of Eadulf. 

These kings sealed an agreement to "renounce all idolatry": that is, they would not ally 
with the Viking kings. 

This is generally seen as the foundation of the Kingdom of England. 

During the confrence, Æthelstan stood godfather to a son of Constantine, probably Indulf 
(Ildulb mac Constantin). 


Æthelstan followed up his advances in the north by securing the recognition of the Welsh 
kings. 

For the next several years, Æthelstan's court was attended by the Welsh kings, but not by 
Constantine or Owen of Strathclyde. 


Æthelstan's army began gathering at Winchester on 28 May 934, and reached Nottingham 
by June 7th. 

He was accompanied by many kings, including the Welsh kings Hywel Dda, Idwal Foel, 
and Morgan ab Owain. 

From Mercia the army went north, stopping at Chester-le-Street, before resuming the 
march accompanied by a fleet of ships. 

Owen of Strathclyde, along with his allies Norse-Gael King Olaf III Guthfrithson of 
Dublin son of Norse-Gael King Gofraid ua Imair of Dublin son of Sitric Céech and 
Constantine II of Scotland, his overlord, were defeated by Æthelstan. 

The army went as far north as Dunnottar asnd Fortriu, while the fleet is said to have 
raided Caithness, by which a larger area, including Sutherland, is probably intended. 

While the attacks may have been directed at Constantine's allies, they may also have 
been simple looting expeditions. 


The Scottish men compelled Æthelstan to return without any great victory. 

A negotiated settlement may have ended maters - a son of Constantine was given as a 
hostage to Æthelstan and Constantine himself accompanied the English king on his 
return south. 

Constnatine witnessed a charter with Æthelstan at Buckingham on 13 September 934 in 
which he is described as subregulus, that is a king acknowledging Æthelstan's over- 
lordship. 

The following year, Constanitine was again in England at Æthelstan's court, this time at 
Cirencester where he appeared as a witness, appearing as the first of several subject 
kings, followed by Owen of Strathclyde and Hywel Dda, who subsacribed to the 
diplomat. 

At Christmas of 935, Owen of Strathclyde was oncew more at Æthelstan's court along 
with the Welsh kings, but Constantine was not. 


'S King Hywel Dda of Deheubarth son of King Cadell ap Rhodri of Seisylwg - a minor kingdom in south- 
west Wales - son of King Rhodri the Great of the Britons of Powys and Gwynedd (son of King Merfyn 
Frych of Gwynedd and Nest ferch Cadell daughter of Cadell ap Brochwell son of Brochwell ap Eliseg) 
and Angharad ferch Meurig daughter of King Meurig of Seisylwg in south-western Wales). 


During Constantine's reign the rulers of the southern kingdoms of Wessex and Mercia, 
later the Kingdom of England, extended their authority northwards into the disputed 
kingdoms of Northumbria. 

At first allied with the southern rulers against the Vikings, Constantine in time came into 
conflict with them. 

Æthelstan had been successful in securing Constantine's submission in 927 and 934, but 
the two again fought when when Constantine, allied with Owen of Strathclyde and 
Olaf III Guthfrithson, invaded Athelstan's kingdom in 937, 

only to be defeated at the Great Battle of Din Brunde (Brunanburh) - "lamentable and 
terrible and cruelly fought... in which fell uncountable thousands of the Northmen. 
And on the other side, a multitude of Saxons fell; but Æthelstan, the king of the 
Saxons, obtained a great victory." 

The "hoary" Constantine, by now around 60 years of age, lost his son Cellach in the 
battle - who was buried in an unknown place. 

Owen of Strathclyde was also killed. 


On 27 October 939 Athelstan, the "pillar of the dignity of the western world" died at 
Malmesbury - and was succeeded by his half-brother King Edmund I of England son 
of King Edward the Elder of Wessex and his third wife, Eadgifu of Kent daughter of 
Sigehelm, Ealdorman of Kent, then aged 18. 

Æthelstan's empire, seemingly made safe by the victory at Brunanburh, collapsed in little 
more than a year from his death when Amliab returned from Ireland and seized 
Northumbria and the Mercian Danelaw. 

Edmund spent the remainder of Constantine's reign rebuilding the empire. 


By the early 940s Constantine was an old man, perhaps more than 70 years of age. 

In 943 Constantine abdicated the throne and retired to the Céli Dé (Culdee) monastery of 
St. Andrews where he was said to be an abbot - he died in 952. 

The Kingdom of Alba was too new to be said to have a customary rule os succession, but 
Pictish and Irish precedents favoured an adult successor descended from Gaelic King 
Cinaed mac Alpin (Kenneth mac Alpin). 

Constantine's surviving son Indulf, probably baptized in 927, would have been too young 
to be a serious candidate for the kingship in the early-940s, and the obvious heir was 
his predecessor's son: 

He was succeeded by King Máel Coluim mac Domnaill (Malcolm I) of Scotland son of 
King Domnall mac Causantin (Donald ID Dasachtach ("the Madman") of the Picts. 


Although his retirement may have been involuntary, Constantine was a devout king... 
The Céli Dé were subsequently entrusted with many monasteries throughout the 
Kingdom of Alba until replaced in the 12th century by new orders imported from 


France. 


Constantine's son Indulf would become king on the death of Malcolm I. 


Seven years later, incited by Constantine, Malcolm I plundered the English as far as the 
River Tees, and he seized a multitude of people and many herds of cattle; 
and the Scots called this the raid of Albidosorum, that is, Nainndisi. 


II. The House of Alpin and the Kings of Scotland continue... 


Post-Roman Britain 
The island of Britain 450-600 


This map of Britain concentrates on the British territories and kingdoms that were 
established during the fourth and fifth centuries, as the Saxons and Angles began their 
settlement of the east coast. 


IV. Historic Origins of the Kingdom of Scotland 
i 


Circa 498 - High King Fergus Mór of Ireland lead his Scots people from Ireland into 
Pictland and founded the Scottish kingdom of Dalriada. 


King Fergus Mor of Dalriada died in 501, and he was succeeded by his son, Domangairt. 


King Dumnagual Hén of Strathclyde died, circa 505. He was succeeded by his son, 
Comgall. 


King Domangairt of Dalriada died in 507. He was succeeded by his son, Comgall. 
Prince Gabhran mac Domangairt of Dalriada lead a Scottish party east to settle Gowrie, 
in 525, where he married Princess Lleian of the Britons daughter of King Brychan of 
Manau Gododdin and probably niece of King Cedric of Strathclyde. 
Prince Aedan son of Prince Gabhran mac Domangairt of Dalriada was born circa 527. 
ii 
The unmarried Princess & Saint Teneu (Thaney) - Scotland's first recorded rape victim, 


battered woman and unmarried mother - was banished from her father King Loth 
(Lleuddun) of Gododdin's Court at Traprain Law, circa 528. 


King Loth is the epyonmous king of Lothain - and best remembered as the father of Sir 
Gawain, nephew of the legendary King Arthur and a Knight of the Round Table. 

The birth of her son, Saint Kentigern Garthwys, followed soon after at Culross. 

Her son was conceived when Prince Owain mab Urien son of King Urien of Rheged 
raped her. 

Owain was disguised as a woman, and after sexually assaulting the naive princess, he 
confused her by saying, "Weep not, my sister, for I have not known thee as a man is 
used to know a virgin. Am I not a woman like thyself?" 

Upon discovering her pregnancy, her angry father King Loth sentenced her to death and 
she was hurled from a cliff in Traprain Law. 

Miraculously she survived the fall - and was soon met by an unmanned coracle - she had 
no home to go to, so she got into the small, lightweight boat and, set adrift, it sailed 
her across the Firth of Forth to land at Culross where she was given shelter and cared 
for by Saint Serf, the Apostle of Orkney, who became foster-father of her son. 

Saint Kentigern (Saint Mungo) son of Princess & Saint Teneu was Apostle to the Britons 
of Strathclyde and founder of the city of Glas Ghu (Glasgow). 


Saint Serf (Servanus) (500 - 583) son of King Eliud of Canaan and Alphia daughter of a 
king of Arabia went to Rome, carrying with him such a reputation for sanctity that he 
was elected pope, and reigned seven years. 

He traveled to Gaul after vacating the Holy See, arriving in Scotland. There he met 
Abbot & Saint St. Adomnan, abbot of Iona. 


The Splendid Coel Hên (Old King Cole) of Rheged, King of Northern Britain, Dux 
Britanniorum (c. 370 - 19 11 420) son of Tegfan Tasciovanus ap Deheuwaint son of 
Deheuvraint ap Tudbwyll son of Telpwyll ap Urban of Britain and Saint Emerita 
verch Coel was probably the last Roman Duke of Britain. 

He was a leader of Roman or sub-Roman Britain and the progenitor of several kingly 
lines in the Hén Ogledd ("the Old North"), the Brythonic-speaking part of north- 
western England and south-western Scotland. 

He married Queen Ystradwel "the Fair" verch Cadvan of Rheged daughter of King 
Gadeon ap Conan of Dumnonia and Saint Dareca verch Calpurnius 


King & Saint Cenau of Northern Britain (c. 375 - 470) son of Coel Hén (Old King Cole) 
and Queen Ystradwel "the Fair" verch Cadvan of Rheged daughter of King Gadeon 
ap Conan of Dumnonia and Saint Dareca verch Calpurnius was canonized because 
he upheld the old Christian ways while under intense pressure from invading pagans. 

High King Vortigern's policy of employing Saxon mercenaries to defeat British enemies 
meant that, for most of his reign, Cenau was obliged to accept the help of the Saxons, 
Octha and Ebissa, in pushing back invading Picts from his kingdom. 

Their interference was widely resented and it was not until after the Kentish Rebellion 
that they were finally brought under control. 

Magnaminous in victory, Cenau allowed the Saxons to settle in Deywr (Deira - East 
Yorkshire). 


Upon his death, Cenau's kingdom was divided between his two sons, Gwrgant and Mor. 
Gwrgant took the western lands stretching from the Salway to the Mersey, while Mor 
inherited the central kingdom around the old capital, Ebrauc (York). 


King Gorwst Lledwm ("the Ragged") of Rheged son of Cenau son of Coel Hén (Old King 
Cole) was born about 430 in southern Rheged - and died in 521 in England. 

He married Ewerich Verch de Rheged (Kevenard) (b. 405) - mother of Merichon Gul ap 
Gorwst Lledwm. 


Late 5th century King Merichion Gul ("the Lean") (438 - 535) son of Gorwst Lledwm son 
of Cenau son of Coel Hén (Old King Cole) ruled Rheged, including Catterick. 

Rheged was a Brythonic realm in the area of sub-Roman known as Hên Ogledd ("The 
Old North"). 

His two sons appeared at the head of two later dynasties: Cynfarch Oer was Urien's 
father. Another son, Elidyr Lydanwyn ("the Stout and Handsome"), was the ruler of 
Rheged. 


Cynfarch Oer son of Merichion Gul son of Gorwst Lledwm son of Cenau son of Coel Hén 
(Old King Cole) was probably a 6th century king of Rheged. 

His family was known as the Cyferchyn in his honour. His unflattering epithet Oer 
probably means "(the) Unwelcoming" (literally, "cold"). 

He may have been a participant in the Battle of Affderydd in 573. 


King Urien Rheged of the Hén Ogledd son of Cynfarch Oer son of Merichion Gul son of 
Gorwst Lledwm son of Cenau son of Coel Hén (Old King Cole) 

He was the first cousin of the 6th century Brythonic Prince Llywarch Hên ("the Old") son 
of Chief Elidurus the Dutiful of Argoed son of King Morvidus of the Britons son of 
King Danius of the Britons and his mistress Tanguesteaia- one of the four great bards 
of early Welsh poetry. 


iii 
King Cedic of Strathclyde died circa 530. His kingdom was divided between his sons: 
Tutgual, Senyllt and Serwan. 
Tutgual took the Strathclyde homeland, Senylit probably the area around Selkirk and 


Serwan elsewhere. 


In 538, King Comgall of Dálriada abdicated in order to enter a monastery. He was 
succeeded by his brother, Gabhran. 


Former King Comgall of Dálriada died, in 542. 


Prince Aedan of Dalriada possibly married Princess Royal Domelch of the Picts, about 
545. 


Saint Ninian, Bishop of Whithorn, Apostle to the Southern Picts, died, about 550. 


King Galam Cennaleph of the Picts (552 - 580) was succeeded by Bruide ipe Mailcon, 
whose father had been king of Gwynedd, in 553. 


Saint Kentigern Garthwys founds Glasgow Cathedral, circa 553, adjoining a Christian 
cemetery established by Saint Ninian; probably at the request of King Tutgual 
Tutclyd of Strathclyde. 


King Tutgual Tutclyd of Strathclyde died, about 554. The kingdom was probably divided 
between his sons, Morcant Mwynfawr and Riderch Hael. 


Saint Kentigern Garthwys, Bishop of Glasgow, toured his diocese, about 555, and was 
opposed by King Morcant Mwynfawr of Lesser Strathclyde. 


iv 


In 558, the eastern settlement of the Dalriadan Scots in Gowrie were probably expelled 
by King Bruide ipe Mailcon of the Picts. 


King Gabhran of Dalriada possibly died in battle... and was succeeded by his nephew, 
Conall mac Comgall. 


The Scots became subject to Pictish overlordship. 


Prince Elidyr of Strathclyde invaded Gwynedd, about 560, in right of his wife [Saint 
Gwawr verch Brychan daughter of Saint Brychan Gododdin and Prawst verch 
Tudwal]. 

He tried to expel his brother-in-law, King Rhun Hir of Gwynedd, at the Battle of Cadnant 
Brook, but was killed in the process. 

Due to heightened persecution by King Morcant Mwynfawr of Lessewr Strathclyde, 
Saint Kentigern Garthwys fled his Glasgow diocese for the safety of South Wales, 
before moving northwards to Llanelwy (St. Asaphs). 


In 562, Saint Mo-Luag founds the monastery of Lismore. 


Saint Columba traveled from Ireland to Scotland, in 563. He established a monastery on 
the Island of Hinba (Jura) and then moved on to Iona. 

He was granted the Island by King Conall of Dálriada, but probably also sought the 
permission of King Bruide ipe Mailcon of the Picts to settle on his borders. 

Columba founds an Abbey on Iona and vbecame a friendly rival of Saint Mo-Luag. 


